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obtain refreshments, both solid and
liquid.

lon. Sir Williamt Lathlain: What is
meant hr "'solid" !

Hon. Sir CHARLES NATHAN: Say,
eggs- and baton. For a period of 15 or 16
years one person has held this temporary
license. Under the Act as, it stands, it has
been necessary for him to apply every
week for a temporary license. The Act
also requires that a temporary license
should be held by a person who already
holds a general license. As T am informed,
the present holder of the temporary license
has carried out the work to the satisfaction
of everybodyv concerned; hut as he does not
hold a general license, it has been neces-
sary for him to use the license of another
trading concern. In additon to paying
£75 per aninum for the temporary license,
be pays a yearly rental of £52, and further-
more has to pay for the convenience of
using another person's name- The Bill
provides for two slight amendments which
will enable the temporary license to be
granted, at the will of the Minister and
subject to proper conditions, for a maxi-
mum period of five weeks, thus obviating
the necessity for making weekly applica-
tions. Sometimes an application was- made
for Tuesday and Wednesday, and then a
special sale was held on Friday, rendering-
it necessary to make a second application
in the s3Ante week. Just 'why a period
of five weeks has; been chosen T do not
know. Probably it has been considered un-
desirable to extend the period of the tem-
porary license too far. Five weeks mar
have been selected to cover a full month,
sthat application need be made only once

per month. The license can only be utilised
on days upon which sales are held. The
accommodation is of great convenience to
the men who have to work at the salevards.
Further, it i-, undesirable that the hlolder
of the temporary license shonld have to
paV a third party for the privilege of using
his name. If sh~e Bill becomes law, it will.
save that added impost, and, in addition..
will obviate the necessity for constant ap-
plications, perhaps twice a week, and cer-

tainly four times a month all the year
round. T don not know that there IR occa-
sion to make further explanation-;. The
Bill is a simple measure and if my explana-
tion so far has not been sufficient, T may
he able to clucidate any dloubtful points; in
Committee.

Hon. G. Fraser: Will the Bill cover tern-
porary licenses at country shows 0

Hon. Sir CHARLES NAtTHAN: No. The
Bill specificaLlly applies to Midland Junc-
tion alone.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

In (Committee, elv.

Hill passed through Committee without
debate, reported without amenoment, and
the report adopted.

ADJOURISMENT-SPEOIAL,

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. C. P.
Baxter-East) [4.47]: I move-

That the House at its rising adjourn until
Tuesday, the 17th inst.

Question put and passed.

House adjourned at 4.48 p.m.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.31)
ipnm., and read prayers.

QUESTION-PASTORAL INDUSTRY,
KIMBERLEY RENTS.

Mr. COVERLET asked the 'Minister for
bands: 1, 'What ik the total amount collected
from pastoral rents ini the West K imberle '%
district annually? 2, What is time total av-
nuai amount collected from the East Kimi-
heprley pastoral district?
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The MINISTER FOR LANDS replied:
1, £C11,083 collectable annually. 2, £8,436
collectable annually.

QUESTIONS (3)-BREAD, CONTRACT
PRICES.

Hospital for Insane.

Mr. RAPHAEL asked the Minister for
Lands: What was the contract price for
bread supplied to the institutions under his
control for the financial years ended the
30th June, 1929, 1030, and 1931?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS replied:
1029, 1 5/16d, per lb.; 1930, 1 9/16d. per
lb.; 1931, 1 3/l6d. per lb. The Claremont
Hospital for tile Insane is the only institu-
tion concerned in the question so far as the
Chief Secretary's Department is concerned.

Oilierintla o.

Mr. ]iAPHAEL asked the 'Minister for
Health: what was the contract price for
bread supplied to the institutions uinder his
control for the financial yeatrs ended the 30th
June, 1929, 1930 and 1931?

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH replied,
Old Meni's Home--1929, 1 5t16d. per lb.:
1930, 1 9/16d. per lb.; 1931, 1 3/16d, per lb.'Old Wonien'S Homc- 1929, 2 37/100d. per
lb.; 1930, 2 11/50d. per lb.; J931, 1 38d. per
lb. K~ing Edward Memorial Hospital-
1929, 1id. pcir lb.; 1930, 11d. per lb.; 1931.,
1 5/31d. per lb. If similar information is
required eoncerning- Government hospitals,
some time will be required to obtai the par'-
ticulars.

Blackboy and Moea ('amip'.

Mr. RAPHAEL asked the 'Minister tni'
Railways: What was the contract price for
bread supplied to Blackboy and Eloven
camp, for the financial year ended the .30th
June, 1931?

The 'MINISTER FOR RAILWAAYS re-
plied: 1 3/16d. per lb.

BILL-LAND TAX AND INCOME TAX
(No. 2).

(:opjilis Requested Atmendmnent0S.

Schedule of three amendments requested
lpv the Council to the Bill, now considered.

(27]

In Cormnttee.

Mr. Richardson in the Chair; the Pre-
inier in charge of the Bill.

No. 1. Clause 2.-Delete the word "the"
%%'here it first appears in line 14 of the fur-
ther proviso, and insert in lieu thereof the
word "such."

The PREMIER: I mov-

That the amendment be made,.

Question put and passed; the Council's
amendment made.

No. 2. Clause 2.-Delete all words after
"tax" in line 14 down to and inclusive. of
the word "Section" in line 16.

The PREMIIER: I move--
That the amendment be made.

The effect of the amendment is to strike out
words which were suggested in this Chain-
her to be really superfluous. It will not
affect the meaning of the clause at all.

Hon, P. Collier: Then why were they
included in the Bill originally?

The PREMIER: As the hon. member
knows, such things do creep into Bills.

Honc. A. McCallunm: It gives the Council
an opportunity to strike out something.
That seems to be their habit.

Qu'testion put and passed; the Council's
amnd~ment made.

No. 3. Clause 0.-Delete.

The PREMIER: I move--
That the amendmnent be made.

When the Bill was before the Committee
here, the Leader of the Opposition advanced
a similar suggestion.

Ron, P. Collier: I moved a similar
amendment but withdrew it on the assur-
ance of th Attorney General that provi-
sion would be made in another Bill to meet
the Position.

The PREMIER: I gave notice this after-
noonL of my intention to introduce a Bill
that -will make this clause unnecessary.

Ron. P. Collier: Is that to make provi-
sion for s-preading payments?

The PREMIER: Yes. The Bill I will
introduce will amend the Land and Income
Tax Assessment Act in order to make pro-
vision for spreading the payments of taxa-
tion.

5163



5164 [ASSEMBLY.)

Hot. J. C. Willcek: Would not the mem-
bers of the Legislative Council accept a
similar assurance from the Leader of the
House there!

The PREMIER: I do not know.

Hon. P. Collier: We accepted such an
assurance from the Government here, and
I withdrew my amendment. Apparently
the Council will not accept the assurance of
the representative of the Governent there.

The PREMIER: I do not know what
happened there.

Hon. S. W. Mfunsie: They are more
suspicious there.

The PREMIER:- I have not read the de-
bate that took place in the Council.

Question put and passed; the Council's
amtend~menlt made.

Resolutions reported, the report adopted,
and a message accordingly transmitted to
the Council.

BILLr--SALVATION ARMY (WESTERN(
AUSTRALIA) PROPERTY TRUST.

Returned from the Council without amend-
ment.

L#OAN ESTIMATES, 1931-32.

Miessage.

Message from the Administrator received
and read, transmitting the Loan Estimates
for the year 1931-32 and recommending ap-
propriation.

Ina Committee of Supply.

The House having resolved into Commit-
tee of Supply to consider the Loan Esti-
mates; Mr. Richardson in the Chair,

Vote-Departnental, £79,849:

THE PREMIER AND TREASURER
(Hon. Sir James M1itehell-Northam)
[4.47]:- When introducing the Loan Esti-
mates inst year I directed attention to the
small amount then proposed to be expended,
and stressed the difficulty of raising loan
funds. This year the amount is even smaller.
The sum asked for last year was £C2,438,295,
and the amount expended was £1,759,263.
The sum covered by these Estimates totals
£C1,469,840. The difficulty of raising money
that existed last year has greatly increased.
We have funds in sight at present sufficient

to carry us on until the end of December
only. I think the position may case suffic-
iently to enable the Loan Council to provide
a larger amount of loan money for the re-
mainder of the year. I do not think there
will be any difficulty in raising the awn of
£1,200,000, which is our proportion of the
total loan funds which the Loan Council
agreed should he raised, From time to time
repayments are madec to Loan Reserve Ac-
count, which this year will amount to about
£200,000. That will be added to the
£1,200,000 that we shall borrow, and so I
am asking the Committee to agree to a total
loan expenditure of £1,459,840. Under the
Financial Agreement loam money repaid to
the Government must be re-voted for other
loan works. Members know that meetings
of the Loan Council were frequent during
the last financial year, and extended over
tong periods. Everyone realises also that
the question of finance has become increas-
ingly difficult. It is almost impossible to
provide sufficient funds to meet the high ex-
penditure on unemployment relief and ex-
change, and to carry on the services-due to
the heavy falling-off of revenue collections
-and find a limited amount to cover our
loan commitments. I should he very glad
if I could say that the outlook for the cur-
tent year had in any way improved over
that of last year. We hope that the in-
ereasud prices of primary products will
brighten the situation, and that the positior.
generally will improve. I think it has a-
ready improved owing to the increased
prices of wheat and wool, and the increased
production of gold as well as the increased
price of gold. Notwithstanding that bus-
iness will have improved and will,' I hope,
still further improve, that cannot affect our
receipts for some time to come. It is cer-
tain that traders and other people will re-
vert to easier times long before the Treasury
can receive much benefit.

The expenditure for last year was spreafl
over the various divisions ats follows-

£
Departmental .. 116,309
Railways, etc. .- . .447,315

H-arbours and rivers . . 117,840
Water supplies .. .. 200,138
Development of goiddielda . . 28,515
Development of agricuilture 846,292
Roads and bridges, etc. . *. 2,854

Total 9 1,759,20

5164



[11 NOVEMBRR, 1931.) 56

The estimates for this year are as fol-
lows:-

Departmental . .. . .. 79,849
Railways, etc. . .. . .. 141,258
H1arbours and rivers -. . . 66,100
Water supplies, irrigation and drain-

age . .. . .. 408,616
Development -if goldfields . . 20,000
Development of agriculture .. 747,717
Roads and bridges, etc. . .. 1,300

Total f - . . 1,459,840

The principal works carried out last year
were-

'Kulja railway
Bridgetown-Jarnadup railway
Lake Grace-Karlgnrin railway
Meekatharra-Wiluna railway
Fremantle harbour works....
Gerald ton harbour works
Water supply and sewerage, Perth

and Fremantle
Water supply in agricultural areas
Agricultural Bank, Soldier settle-

ment, etc..
Group settlements

£
107,348

49,985
96,847
34,824
61,238
49,348

58,191
117,760

595,033
201,326

The expenditure of the Agricultural Bank
was much greater than is shown here, an
,additional £E200,000 having been provided
by the Commonwealth Bank to assist farm-
ers t,) extend their operations.

Hon. J. C. Willeock: Under the Finance
and Development Board Act?

The PREMIER: Yes. That sum was
lent to the board direct by the Common-
wealth Bank. Later in the year £C400,000
was provided through the medium of the
Finance and Development Board to cover
the purchase of sacks, fertilisers, etc., and
make advances to keep farmers on their
holdings. All of that money has not been
used, but the renter part of it has been.
The money was lent direct to the Finance
and Development Board and will be repay-
able when money is raised. A good deal
of this money should come back to the
bank, because much of it was in the nature
of temporary advances against the growing
crop. If it is repaid, I hope it will be
available for the same purpose next year.

Hon. J. C. Willeock: I hope it will not
be so badly needed.

The PREMIER; I hope the need will
not be so great as it was last year, but I am
afraid it will be great because even now
the price of wheat is not very high, al-
though it has greatly improved. The total

expenditure of the Agricultural Bank,
under its various sections, for the year,
was-

Agricultural Bank .. . .898,734

Soldier Settlement scheme . .. 39,369
Industries Assistance Board .. 256,930

Total . . . . Z1,195,033

With the exception of the Agricultural
Bank and group settlement activities, this
year's proposed expenditure is almost
wholly for the relief of unemployment.
Members wvill see that so far as possible
works have been chosen on which the great-
est percentage of the expenditure would
represent wages and the least percentage
material. That is absolutely essential until
times brighten. We could not possibly
spend much money on material wvhen we
have to find wotk for so many people who
are unemployed.

Hon. J. C. Willeock: Unless you pro-
cured the material locally.

The PREMIER: That would make a
difference, but even then the overhead
charg-es included in the price would take
something- from the amount of wages that
we would otherwise be able to pay. Locally-
madvc material is always boughlt where pos-
sible. Now we can obtain local cement
and most of the other materials we need.
As usual the greatest amount asked for
under any one division is for the develop-
ment of agriculture. There re always
heavy commitments for the Agricultural
Bank, hut they are not so great at present
owing to the uncertainty of raising money.
In the old days the bank often had more
than £1,000,000 and even up to £E1,500,000
standing as authorised loans against work
to be done. If that were so to-day, the
position would be very uncomfortable.
However, the amount is now down to a
manageable sum. This is unfortunate as it
reduces employment, but that cannot be
helped because the borrowing of money is
so uncertain. This year the activities con-
trolled by the Agricultural Bank account
for £000,000, made 'up as follows:-

£
Agricultural Blank . .. .. 450,000
Soldier Settlement acheme .. . 20,000
Industries Assistance Board .. 00,000
Group settlement . . 30,000

Total E . . 600,000
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Next in order of importance come water
supplies and sewerage, the total of which
is £403,616. This amount includes the irri-
gation schemes in hand and proposed. Pro-
vision for metropolitan wvater supply and
sewerawe will be found in another amount
of f115.000. Of the sum of £403,616, the
provision for water supplies, irrigation and
drainage in the agricultural districts repre-
sents £210,000. Those works will largely
be constructed along the railway line be-
tween Pinjarra and Collie. Such under-
takings appear at the mament to be most
promisinm and most capable of giving an
early return, because there is so much in
the war of foodstuffs we now import that
can be produced locally. I think I told
members some time ago that it was hoped
the firm of Nestles would establish a fac-
tory for condensed milk at Waroona. They
have purchased a site, and I understand they
have commenced the erection of the works.
A small factory is already operating at
Harvey. It will produce about £500 worth
of tinned milk per week. We now import
£E4,000 worth. That will be something off
the import list. If Nestles go ahead they
will be able within a year or two to supply
the balance. We import large quantities of
cheese nod othecr produce, which can only be
processed here when the milk is available at
the factories. This will come about when
the land is under irrigation. Works under-
taken in the metropolitan area will help to
relieve the unemployment situation. They
are not productive in the same sense as is
country work. The payment of interest is
represented by a tax upon the people who
are served by these conveniences. In the
country people are taxed uinder the Irriga-
tion and Drainage Act, but production is
the important thing.

Hon. S. W. Muntsie: Onl the other hland
we are sure of getting our money black.

The PREMIER: Yes. Work in the
country is very different from other work
which returns interest by way of a tax, this
being a burden on thle people.

Hon. S. W. Munsie: Surely it is necessary
work.

The PREMIER: Yes, but in these bad
times it means, additional taxation. It is
not quite the same thing as money spent
in the country. The sumt of £E65,000 ha.,
been provided for the goldfields wvater sup-
ply. This will be almost wholly expended

on the overhauling and renewal of the pipe
track. Year by year, for some years, con-
siderable expenditure has had to be faced
to keep the pipe track in order. It is more
than 30 years since the original pipes were
laid, and the wonder is we have not had
more trouble. Soon after I first came to
Parliament the Minister for Works of the
day declared that the pipes would not last
very much longer. That was; quite 25 years
ago. They have, however, stood up to the
strain, though at a considerable annual ex-
penditure, for the whole of the 30 years.
They really are now needing an increasing
amount spent upoa them.

Hon. S. W. Munsie: I would not like the
engineer's job of keeping the track goin~g
this year for £E60,000.

The PREMIER: It will be a difficult job.
Most of the original pipes are still on the
track. It would be a fearful thing to have
a breakdown of any consequence. The
Kalgoorlie centre depends upon the daily
supply of water, and the agricultural areas
are also dependent upon it. Stock would
perish in some cases if there was a serious
breakdown in the pipe line between Nor-
tham and Southern Cross. There have been
renewals from time to time.

Hon. P. Collier: Very extensive ones.
The PREMIER: Sections have been re-

laid.
Hon. P. Collier: Nearly the whole length

has been relaid during its life-time.

The PREMIER: Oh nol1
Hon. P. Collier: Yes.
The PREMIER: Many of the old pipes

are still there. Bad patches have had to be
relaid, and lately we have been lining pipes,
which has added to their life. A good many
miles of tile old pipes are still on the line.
These are now being uncovered, inspected,
and attended to. In work of this kind one
has to be guided by the advice of the en-
gineer in charge. No one else knows very
much about the work or what is required.
Repairs and renewvals are becoming more
expensive. When work of any sort is un-
dertaken, whether it he harbours, railways,
water supplies, sewerage works or anything
else, it has to be kept up. In times of tight-
ness the upkeep becomes a serious burden.

Hon. J. C. Willeock: When it becomes a
great burden the question arises as to
whether it canl be borne.
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The PREMIER: The thing is to get the
money with which to carry on these works.
We shall have to face very considerable ex-
penditure. Although £132,000 has been set
down for railways and tramnways, only
£10,000 is for a new work, inmely,
the Boyup Brook-Cranbrook line. Of
the remainder, £20,000 is to carry
on the Bridgetown-Jarnadup, extension,
which has been in hand for some time.
For ballasting the take Grace-Kalgarin
line £20,000 is provided, and £28,000 for
the Mfeekatharra-Wiluna line. A small
amount, £4,000, has been allowed for rolling
stock this year, and the usual provision
has been made for rails and fastenings,
water supplies, etc. A tremendous amount
of money was spent on rolling stock during
the term of the previous Government, and
we are fairly well supplied for some time
to comne. I should like to say a word or
two about the East Perth power house.
Only a small amount has been set asid&-
for minor works. Before the depression
set in the demand for current was rapidly
approaching the full capacity of the sta-
tion.

Mr. Kenneally: And it will do so again
when things brighten tip.

The PREMIER: I hope so. For the
moment that is not the case. It was
thought that further extensions would Ihave
to be put in hand some time ago. Each
unit, however, costs a large sum of money,
which has not been available. A great
proportion of the money spent in this
direction goes overseas, for we must buy
the plant there. It is impossible to face
such expenditure at the moment. Mean-
while, the demand for current has fallen
off very considerably owing to the depres-
sion. As suggested by the member for East
Perth, I hope the demand for current will
ultimately be restored, and that an increas-
ing number of factories will take it.

Mr. Kenneally: I hope that will be so.
The PREMIER: Of course it will.
Mr. Kenneally: The question is how we

shall cope with the demand when it oc-
curs.

The PREMIER: The question is how to
get the money for the extensions. Whens
we do these things they always require an
annual expenditure for repairs and main-
tenance. In the case of the power station,
from time to time an additional unit has
had to be added.

Mr. Kenneally: Our advocacy of buying
home products wiill be useless if we are not
able to supply the current.

The PHEM.%IER: That is not the only
power that can be used in secondary iu-
dustries, but it is a convenient form of
power.

Mr. Kenneally: And cheaper than
others.

The PREMIER: It is fairly cheap. It
is not mnuch cheaper than producer gas.
All the mills and factories outside the
metropolitan area run on power other than
electricity. That wvill have to be the case
with sonme of the factories which I hope
will be established fairly soon. There has
been a remarkable development on the
goldields, and an increase in gold produe-
tion. Last year we spent f£28,000 only from
loans, and this year £20,000 has been set
aside for the development of mining, in-
cluding State batteries.

Hon. S. W. Munsie: There is £5,000 for
State batteries.

The PREMHIER: Yes, but £20,000 is the
amount set aside. When we had a larger
vote we were paying £45,000 to the Water
Supply Department in reduction of the cost
of water to the Kalgoorlie goldields. We
are now unable to provide that money, and
there is therefore a reduction in the vote.
I hope we shall be able to raise the money
covering these Estimates in order that we
may carry out these works, but it is by no
means certain we shall be able to do so.
I hope the Estimates will be passed.

Progress reported.

ANN-UAL ESTIMATES, 1931-32.

In Committee of Supply.

Resumed from the previous day; MNr.
Richardson in the Chair.

Vote-Child Welfare and Outdoor Relief,
£607,002:

MR. SLEEMA4N (Fremantle) [5.1.4]:
The sum of £4,90,000 is provided for unem-
plo *zrxent relief. Large as this is, it is not
large enough to cover what should be done
to fac-e the position in which we find our-
Relve;. There are many large families
which seem not to be getting enough to
keep body' and soul together. Whilst small
families may he getting just enough to keep
them from absolute starvation, there are
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large families ill aily district which are ex-
periencinig a vecry serious time. 1 have (Ill

ease ill ')ind, a faufily of tea that is getting
£:2 (ls. per wreek. There is tile hard and
last rule that the miaximlum number of
children to he allo~wed for shall not exceed
five, no matter- hoiw miany there may be in
the family, although occasionally relief
van be ohta ined for one child over 14 Years
ol, age.

Mr. HI. W. 31;inn :Tt is more liberal than
the systems in the other States.

MrIt. SLEEMAN: Well, even if they are
allowed to starve in thre other States-which
I do not say they are-that is no reason
why they should lbe allowved to sta rye here.
Sonme of them are getting plenty of work,
hut unfortunately they are not getting very
much1 money' for the work they are doing.
I appeal to the Minister not to make it a
hard and fast i-ule that the ordinary maixi-
mumi shall be live children with the possi-
hility that one child over 14 years of age
ay A he adlded. The 'Minister for L~ands;

knw. the family to which I am referring ,
because they' have been to see him on vant-
oils occasionls and are still hoping to he re-
patriated to the Old Country. The family
are practically starving at present becanse
thle mieagre amount allowed to them byA the
department is not sufficient to keep them in
food alone, and gives them no chance what-
ever of g-etting- clothes and boots. It seems
to in,' the Covernment are not trying to
eluiplov' men on a living wVage, but that there
w a movement afoot to keep the mani who
was in a seiiii-pe'iflaflelt job1 down to the
level of the sustenance worker. Appar-
ently there is no chance of building a
worker uip, forl all al-c trying to drag him
down to the level of the sustenance people.
Take tlle instance of the harbour works in
F~remantle. B~efore the new system of em-
p'loyi'lg a Inan for £1 a week plus susten-
:nice was adopted, the men there wv em-
pla 'yed two wveeks on andi one week, off. For
the three week, a mann's earnings averaged
£C2 7s. 6d. a week. That was a vry small
suim foil a man to exist upon, hilt now the.
same 'pan whoi was averaging £2 7s. fid. a
week nder the old system,. is reduced to
Li 1l15. per week, while q al witli one
child lois been reduced from C2 7F. 6d. rie
week, to C2 IQ. per week. Tnt addition, those
men are char-ged 241. per dlay or Is. per
week for the ferry, many of them have to
pay a couple of shillings per wreeki in tram

fares, and while they are supposed to pay
hoespil tax atr the rate of 1'/2d. in the
Pound, the Harbour Works at tine charges
them 2d. in the pound. For instance, a
mall ivoxking for thle Harbour Trust and
earning, say, 15s., is charged lV d. hospital
tax, but it he be employed on the harbour
works he is elharged 2(1. So with these large
wveekly earnings of £1 it. and £2 is. re-
speetixely, ferry fares and hospital tax at-
count for 3s. Ad.. stri iglt away. Then th~ere-
is the house rent to be provided. For ii-
mediately it is known t hat it mail il working,
the landlord is onl the doorstep demanding
his rent, alIt] to lprevent his wife and family
being turned intlo the street the worker has
to pliy tip. Tn tine majority of instances,
thes rent is l5s. per week at the very
lowelt. Notwithstanding all that the Acbi-l
illation Court has decreed owing to tile cost
of iving- in Fremnantle, I caln see very littlo
(differene in rent in that district. WNhen
we take 3s..3d. from a mnl's pail an,] then
deduct 15s. rent, wve find that the man airl
his wrife have oly A about 15s. pier week
left to live upon. That is not enough to
keep a man and his wvife in food alone, to
say nlothinig of tlhe fact that when a iain is
work imr his clothes are 'rcarinfg oMit and
llave to lie replaced. It seen, to me that
in tho near future wve slial I find everybody
down to the level of the new scheme of C1
per wreek plus sustenance. And while it i
bad enough in the metropolitan area. ive
have to consider those who are constrained
to leave the metropolis al flind work ill the
countr-y, and so undertake the responsibility
of ninintainillg two homes oil tile £1 14..
perir eek or thle £E2 Is. per wveek, as the eage
may be. flow they tire zoinz to do it. T do
not know. The amount provided is not
enouglh for the man in the metropolitan
ariea, n11( when that man has to go awayi
into the country aild keep twoe homes, he .
attelliptilig the impossible. Then there are
Ihose families whose bread-winners are dis-
abled throutzh sicese The department
say they cannliot assist tlie breAd-winner,
that all that one be done is to assist hic
wvife and children. Only a few weeks ago
T hald before tie the case of a man whbo had
lieen operated on for hydatids. The
department declared there wall no chane of
providina any relief for him. that they
were vivimr the wife and children the usual
sustenance, but the husband would have to
scratch for himself. While strong healthy
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men may be able to exist on the ordinary
sustenance, here we have a man thrown
out of action and unable to do anything.
He is debarred from getting any susten-
ance when, actually, he should be receiving
extra sustenance to allow him to get hack
to normal health. Then there are those
men -who are able to earn a, few pounds.
Notwithstanding the arguments we have
bad about it, the department are still going
on in the aame old way, penalising a man
for being truthful and honest. A man may
secure a job for a couple of weeks. He
goes to the department and reports accord-
ingly. The department reckon uip the-
mioney he has earned, and practically say
to him, "You have to stand off until that
sum has been cut out from what you would
receive if on sustenance.'' A little while
ago a man on £2 2s. per week had the good
fortune to earn £11. Hle reported it to the
department, and they compelled him to
stand off sustenance until the £11 had been
cut, out. Seeing that he had been out of
work for some twelve months, it was. ne-
cessary that he should get a few clothes,
but he was debarred from doing that be-
cause the money had to be cut out at the
rate of £2 l 5s. per week, and so he could
get nothing beyond the bare necessities of
life. Tt is only fair that those endeavour-
ing to help themselves and who are honest
in coming forward to report their success
in securing a couple of weeks' work should
be shown some consideration in order that
they might get together what is necessary.
I find also there is a system under which
the pickinir-up is done by the local authoni-
ties. 'While some of those bodies act quite
fairly, nevertheless it leaves a loophole for
other local authorities to victimise a man
who, perhaps, has said morc than the scare-
tarv of the board approves. A little while
ago several men were to he sent to the
country. One man who had just been
evicted by his landlord and had spoken his
mind freely, was picked to go. Three
others refused to go, and so they were re-
instated on sustenance, but the offending
man was told he bad to go. In mny opinion
it "'as to assist the laidlord that this
mnan was to be sent to the country, the
idea being that if hie were out of the road
the landlord would be able to squeeze a.
1401y mn-re rent out of the wife. However.

I~~ ~ ~ ampesdt a, he did not go, hut
stayed hack and stood by his family. Still,
it shows bow some of the local authorities

will vietimise a man. The picking-up
should be dione by Government officials, and
should not be left to local authorities, who
may wish to take advantage of a man. In
the Fremantle district there is a large num-
ber of people who in my opinion have very
little chanc~e of finding work in the State
for a eons Lderable time to come. They are
migrants anxious to get back to the Old
Country, and their maintenance here is
costing the State a great deal of money.
They were brought out here, bat they have
no chance of getting proftable employment
for a long time to come. Having heard the
Premier introducing the Loan Estimates
just now, I am more than ever convinced
that there are going to be very few public
works in this State for some time to come.
Consequently, primary production offers
the only avenue for men looking for work.
But a lot oif these migrants, having come
from the large industrial centres of Great
Britain, are not suitable for work at pri-
mary production. They desire to return to
England rather than be a burden on the
State any longer. It would be cheaper in
the long run to send those people back to
the Old Country, for it would save the Go-
vernment a great deal of money in susten-
ance, T have spoken about this matter
several Limes, and I hope that even now
something will be done so that those people
will be able to return to the Homeland in-
stead of being kept here, where they are a
burden on the State and a charge against
-the people generally. There is no desire
on my part to send awr.y pe-ople w,-ho wish
to remain in the State, but there are hun-
dreds whose anxiety is to retinm to Eng-
land, where they would bie amongst their
friends. The Minister agrees that it would
he a cheaper propotition to send those
people Home, end I am sure it would be a
more humane way to treat them than to
keep them here in the manner in which
they are being- maintained at the present
lime.

MR. RAPHAEL (Victoria Park) [5.32]:
I cannot allow the vote to ero tbroun'h with-
out raising my voice in protest against the
inadequate amount that has been provided
for this specific purpose. When one con-
siders the Why in -which the rmey voted
fO"' Lnemnloyment relief has been -spent in
the past eighteenL Months, it will not be
difficult to believe that another couiple of
hundredl thousand pounds could be distri-
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bated in the same happy way to assist the
unemployed. The Government have made
a considerable sum of money available to
local governing1 bodies. and to the Perth
t'itv Council to assist in the provision of
work for those who are in need of it. But
we find that a body like the Perth City
(Council van boast at the present time of
being able to show a surplus of no less than
£20,000 on the year's operations. That, to
my mind, is a disgraceful state of affairs,
and it is even more disgraceful that the
#4pr .- neint should stand behind such n
body. The Lord Mayor has taken a de-
light in announcing to the ratepayers the
fact that hie has been able to save tis
amount of money.

The Minister for Railways: Did tic save
it out of the 3 per cents 7

Mr. RAPHAEL: It is a disgrace to the
Government, and an even bigger disgrac to
the City Council that that body should
have been able to set aside such a large
sum of money. The Lord Mayor had the
"audacity to make public this announcement,
but he did not say in what way the saving
was effected.

The Minister for Lands: Are you not, one
of the city councillors '2

Mr. RAPHAEL: Yes, but thank God I
dio not agree with the methods they adopt.

Trht' CHAIRMNAN: It would be better if
the hon. member discussed the vote.

Mr. RAPHAEL: ily sympathies; are with
those unfortunate bush workers who have
been sent out into the country and whose
wives, and families have been compelled to
remain behind, and who are expected to pay
rent for the houses they lire in out of the
pittance earned by the husbands, as wvelt as
to feed and clothe the children. Seeing that
the finances of the Perth City Council are
so buoyant, the Minister for Unemploy-
inent should insist that a certain sum above
the sustenance rate should be paid by that
body when employing men on relief work.

The Minister for Railways: Some of them
prefer to get cash instead of ration orders.

Mir. RAPHAEL: Those men should be
told that if they did not accept jobs their

sutnnewould be stopped. That threat
hans been made ait -Victoria Park, and in
other places as well. I have a good deal
of respect for the Minister in his capacity
a Minister for Vnemploy-ment, that is to
say, v outside the Chamber, but I am sorry
to .4av I have not the same respect for him

in the Chamber. The wonderful scheme of
Providing work in the country is what we
might have expec ted from the present Go-

r: iiment, who have ismAnanaged the .State'-
affairs for the past eighteen mouths. We
could not expect anything better fronL
them. They send men away to the Con-_
cry and give them a measly pittance, and
on that those men are expected to pay the
rents of the homes in which their -wives
and children are living in the suburbs of the
city, and to clothe and feed them as wvell.
I hove taken the trouble to look at some
of the works that the Government are
carrying out in the country, and I know
that there is no possibility of the women
and children accompanying their huisbands
to those places. They cannot he expected
to go there and live under the filthy condi-
tions that exist. The women and children
are forced to remain behind until the land-
lords turn them out of their homes when
they are no longer able to pay rent. This
process is simplified when the husbands. are
out of the way. The mnember for Swvan
smiles, but what can we expect fromn one
with the mentality that he possesses? It
would be impossible to send the wives and
children into the country where their hus-
bands are working, because there would be
no provision for schooling, and we know
it is the hoast of the present Government
that they see to it that the workers' chil-
dren are always educated. Thus the
women and children are compelled to re-
main behind, and in many cases are
n-lrr&f out of their homes by the landlords.
They, are given a certain time to get out,
and if they do not move, their goods and
chattels ar e sold over their heads, and no
one is there to protect them. When the
member for Fremantle (Mr. Sleeman'l in-
troduced his, Bill to the House, we had
great hopes that the Government would
meet hint in respect to providing: areommo-
(latioli for the homeless.

The CHATIMAN: The lion, member
must not discuss, under this vote, legisla-
tion that is before the House.

Mr. RAPHAEL: I am not discussidng the
the Bill, but I am mercly poiniting out the
gxtremely harsh conditionis under which the
workers are SUffering becaus.e the Govern-
mnn Fv rot mande urTori'ion for themi :ri
respect of housing, The Government should
place a further amiount ou the' ESt;Dmates t,
carry all these unfortunate pe- 1 -01-~ the
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period of their distress. The Government
should provide housing faciltijes or set aside
a sum of money for rent that a man is not
able to find. A case came under my notice
this morning of a woman whose husband is
away. She has five children and is occupy-
ing a house of' two rooms. The family
sleep) in one and eat in the other. Such
things as this bring the housing conditions
to a worse position than those existing in
the slum areas in the big cities of the world.
The husband of this woman is amongst
those who have gone away on the definite
understanding that work will be provided
for two days a week. Even when the men
arrive at their jobs they discover that they
have to work -nder the contract system,
and some having worked for three or four
days find that deductions are made from
their earnings. Generally speaking, the un-
employed difficulty is bigger than the Gov-
ernment realise. The Minister baa done -his
best to cope with it, but there is work
enough for a full-time Minister. I will not
lay that the present Minister is the most
suitable member of the Government for the
job, but I do say that the Government, even
ait this late hour, should realise their respon-
sibilities and appoint a Minister to do noth-
ing else but attend to this very important
question.

The Minister for Rail-ways: I will lead
you as a deputation to the Premier, and you
can ask for a full-time Minister.

Mr. RAPHAEL: The Government have
not lived up to their job in the direction of
providing food in the country at the prices
they stipulated, and while the men who arz
at work on those country jobs are eking out
a miserable existence we find that in the city
on every M~onday morning the landlords are
on the doorstep of the homes that are occu-
pied by their families waiting to collect the
rent. In many cases the woman in her weak-
ness will see that the landlord gets his money
and the result is the children will have to
psuffer from want of food. At least the
Government should see to it that while the
husbands are away at work in the country
the womien and children are protected in
their homes. Another matter to whichI de-
sire to draw attention is the amount of money
that an unemployed man is allowed to earn
and to retain in conjunction with susten-
nnce. I have accompanied several deputa-
tions to the Minister, and he gave the assur-

ance-whieh he has denied sinee--that an
unemployed man could earn up to his rent,
and that he was entitled to retain that money
instead of receiving- rations. It has been
found on every occasion when adjustments
have been made that if a man has earned
10s. the sum of 6s. has been deduc-ted. The
Government should stipulate a deflinite
figure so that a man will knowv where he
stands. Nearly every week we hear of men
being prosecuted for earning money and not
reporting the fact. I blame the department
more than I do the men, because the men
are in desperate straits, and do not know
whether they are to spend that mioney or
retain it and report to the department. An-
other matter that the Govermnent can afford
to give attention to-

The Minister for Railways: I wish You
meant that.

Mr. RAPHAEL: Well, the 2linisler lia..
just made a profit by selling time li'olden
Eagle nugget, and that, by the wvay, is about
the only lproflt he has ever made. What I
was going to refer to is the mattem of con-
tinuing sustenance for children aftter they
reach the age of 14 years. When a ehuld
is 14 he has as much right to assistance as
he had before he reached that age, that is,
if he is entitled to it. He requires the same
Utu1ount of food as he did before he arrived
at that age. I hope the Government will
see that all kiddies. under 14 years of age
whose parents are unemployed are pro-
vided for. The Minister for Works has
tittered a threat that if these men do not
accept the jobs offered to them, but are
game to stand u1) to the Government, vie-
timisation will occur later. Perhaps, how-
ever, another Government will take over
meantime and see that there is no victim-
isation. The actual words used by the
Minister were that the sustenance would be
-;topped, hut not yet. I hope that "not
vet" means sonic distant period. In the
event of victimisation it is not the men who
will suffer, bat the women and children. I
do not know exactly what wvas i-n the Min-
ister's mind. Does, he intend to deprive
the women and children, as well as the men,
of food? Working conditions in Western
Australia are being thrown hack 20 yeats
by the Grovernment's attitude. Twenty
years ago men were caning as much as they
are earning to- day. The Minister in charge
of nnenmployment relief, who has been a
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member of this party, knows that wages
and working conditions have been thrownt
back 20 years. In a speech I made here 17
months ago I said that the Acting Premier
was following in the footsteps of Mfr. A.
Thomson, the es-member for Katanning,
in bringing down our workers to the level
of nigger countries. We have had the
spectacle- of the Premier wasting millions,
on work,; in the country and on group set-
tlement. He is muddling along now in the
same way, when numerous works could be
carried out in the metropolitan area, and
the services of the unemployed utilised
better. However, no such provision 'has
been made for those men. The late Labour
Government did attempt to ca,-ry out met-
ropolitan works, so that the unemployed
would be able to stay at home with their
wives and families, as they have a right to
do. The present Government, I repeat, are
muddlling away tens of thousands of pounds
on group settlement. I congratulate the
Country Party on their success in defeating
all attempts of the Government to carry
out -works in the metropolitan area. I hope,
however, that metropolitan members on the
other side of the Chamber will stand up to
their responsibilities and try to get a little
-work done in the metropolitan area. It ii
a lamentable thing that those members are
not prepared to fight for their constituents.
T hope especially that the member for Canl-
ning ('Mr. Wells) will stand to his gun3 and
get a little improvement effected in that
sorry spectacle, the Causeway.

The 'Minister for Worln : What about
reproductive works?

Mr. RAPHAEL: The work I suggest
mig~ht be -reproductive in the sense of sav-
ing a few live!-. Now as regards persons on
relief of whom the Government could be
relieved. There are many English people
here in, such a condition that they will
never hi* able to work. They are complete
invalids. The 'Minister should make some
endeavour to repatriate those people to the
Old Country. To Western Australia they
are a mere source of expense. In my dis-
trict there are several cases of that kind,
the whole family being unable to work. I
unr7ce&4ully endeavonired to obtain for
them a small proportion of the passagze
money for their return in place of the 35s.
ner vcek they were drawing, from the Gov-
ernment. I trust that my remarks will sink
into the MIinister's mind, and that he will

make some endeavour to provide better
conditions for the unemployed.

X&. MARSHALL (Murehison) [5.52):-
This vote is rapidly growing to proportions
which are alarming. The Government, and
the Minister in particular, appear to be fully
alive to the growth of the expenditure, but
indiferent as regards solving the problem
of unemployment. It is that problem which
gives me concern more than the increase in
the expenditure. Most members expected
the vote to grow, especially having regard to
the nature of the attempts, if attempts they
call ho called, made by the Government to
overcome the difficulty. Several members
have said that 110 one on either the Opposi-
tion or the Government side has offered any
solution of the difficulty, or appears desir-
ous of salving it. However, when sugges-
tions of a character worthy of consideration
were made, particularly to the Premier, they
were treated with scorn. Upon the Pre-
mier's shoulders rests, to a large extent, the
re~poisihility for the existing position. When
concrete proposals were made at the Pre-
miers' Conference for a reform of the mone-
tary system and a fiduciary loan to relieve
the pos~ition, when 'Mr. Lang submitted his
proposals, the only response on the part of
our Premier was a blunt refusal. To his
mind nothing that interferes wlith private
enterprise is a solution. His only su.gg-
tion is that we sit da~wn onl the kerh of the
road of time and wait for something to
turn up. Indeed, that seems to be the atti-
hide of alt members of the Ministry. There
is no collective effort on the part of 'Minis-
te-s to solve the problem. Like a school of
vopyi .sts, they sit waiting for something
to turn up, for some other Government or
some other State to do something that is
to their taste. Probably they would copy
that. I contend, however, that it is up to
the Government tc do something. Thle posi-
tion is acute, and Ministers should be active.
To sit dlown is not to solve the problem.
Admittedly, finance is a world-wide diffi-
culty; but surely the Government can offer
some solution. After the lapse of another
12 months Western Australia will bie spend-

iZa mnillion pounds annually to give the
unemployed bare sustenance. The solution
offered a few months ago, namely, the tinan-
vial emergency legislation, has made the
J)(HitiIIn inore acute instead of remedying it;
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and that process is likely to continue.
There is a tendency to create unemploy-
ment. Everywhere private enterprise is dis-
missing employees. The Government them-
selves are doing so, notwithstanding all the
alleged virtues of the financial emergency
legislation. Something must be done, and it
is up to the Government to move. To main-
tain that it is sufficient to ill-feed, ill-house,
and ill-clothe the unemployed is utterly
wrong. The Government have the responsi-
lbilitv for the solution of the problem. While

Miisters hold office they should endeavour
to find a solution. Nothing has been done
beyond what was done decodes ago, when
unemployment was merely a passing phase.
So many meal tickets and so many bed
tickets are given to tide the unemployed
over until they find work. However, they
are not likely to fizfd work now. There is
no money coming to the State to provide
them with employment. The Government's
inaction is reflected in private enterprise,
which cannot now employ the same numbers
as formerly. More remarkable still, the
Government and[ their mouthpieces agree
that there is no0 possibility' of employing
many of our work-less people, and yet they
look with scorn upon those migrants who
are willing or anxious to return to their own
land. Even that cannot be done. They are
to stay here and starve, and we are to see
them starve. Surely it is more economical
to assist the hundreds of migrants desirous
of returning home to do so. The Govern-
ineats of Western Australia and of other
Australian States have broken their contract
with those people. They cannot provide
them with work. The position would be re-
lieve] if the Government repatriated those
people to the country wvhence they camne.
If only from the aspect of economy, those
people imuid long since have been returned
to the !and! from which the Australian Gov-
ernments were instrumental in bringing
them. They were practically decoyed out
here under false pretences.

.N[. Pleeman: Too right.

Mr. MARSHALL: It has been admitted
by the Premier, the Deputy Premier, and
the Minister for Works, and by all the
spokesmen of the Government that these
migrants cannot he employed. The Govern-
ment attitude is, "We cannot employ these
people, hut we are feeding them." On what
sor1t Of rations? Even supposing these peo-

pie are well fed, the time is rapidly ap-
jproaching when they will have to be clothed.

Mr. Sleenian: That time has arrived
already.

Mr. MARSHALL: Perhaps it has. Be-
yond a shadow of doubt, every unemployed
migrant will have to be clothed by the State
next winter. Already there are many
homes in need of clothing. Numbers of
our people have for years been out of per-
umaent employment, doing mere odd jobs
which cannot be described as employment
in the true sense. The reward for their
services was not sufficient to enable them
to provide more than bare sustenance.
When suggestions are made to the Govern-
ment, they' do little more than give passing
attention to them-and let them go by the
bond3. I cannot understand the Govern-
mtent continuing to feed people who desire
to return to their native country. The State
possesses ships, and if a ship-load were re-
patristed, the local positioa would be re-
lieved to that extent and it would certainly
prove economical. Many of the migrants
wvill have to be fed for years to come be-
cause the Government cannot find employ-
ment for them, and certainly private enter-
prise will not be able to absorb them. Prob-
ably the Government desire to do what they
consider right in administering the vote,
but, in my opinion, they have adopted an
altogether wrong policy. The Government
take individuals wvho are in receipt of sus-
tenance and, in order to relieve the Tres-
sur' of the necessity to pay that sustenance,
provide the men with employment under
conditions that are certainly objectionable
to anyone desirous of maintaining a reason-
able standard of living. Men accustomed
to engaging in work controlled by the Gay-
erment are now passed over that counter
jumpers, clerks and shop assistants may be
given the work those experienced menL
formerly undertook, but who are now given
opportunities to work at other tasks with
which they are absolutely unfamiliar. Un-
der such methods, the cost of work under-
taken by the Government must be enorm-
ously increased. The inexperienced indi-
viduals I have referred to cannot deliver
the goods and, notwithstanding the reduced
payments being made for the work under-
taken, the cost of the operations must
be enormously increased. Then again,
merely because some individuals have been
thrifty and have looked after their families
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in past years, they are not allowed to be
Oven work by the Oovernmnt because they
have a few p)ounds beside them. Recently
I refenred one individual's position to the
Minister. It is a positive, crying shame
that a man who has been battling round the
goldfields for years after having had to
leave the mines because of the condition of
his lungs,, cannot secure any suitable work
in the metropolitan area, merely because hie
has been thrifty in the past. While prac-
tical mrers, such as hie is, have to stand by,
inexperienced individuals are able to secure
jobs on deep sewerage works. Those inex-
perienced individuals have no more idea of
carrying out the work than a pig has know-
ledfre of the virtues of paradise. I cannot
underttind the attitude of the Government.
It would be more economical to keep those
inexperenced indvidunls on sustenance than
to provide them with that class of work,
thereby displacing experienced men. The
Minister knows it is wrong. Some of those
individuals are afraid when they look down
at little gap in the ground, let alone when
the-v haive to wo down a hole. There is a
lack of orqanisation apparent. Surely it
wouldI be poss;ible to set aside some offlccna
who could find out the class of work in
whlic~i individuals have had experience, and
plPee tiem accordingly-

Thke Minister for Agriculture: The work
is rnt 1hard to learn.

Mr. M.NARSHALL: But it is; hard to take
wheni one is not used to it.

The MNinsqter for Agriculture: The men
soon get used to it.

Mr. MARSHALL: The M1inister mrust
not mraixinc that deep sewerage work is un-
skilled.

Mr. Kenneally: He would bury himself.
111% MARSHALL: The Minister would

not he on such wvork for long before some-
one vise would be looking round for the
pieces. T know that some of the work un-
dertaken does not require much skill hut in
other diretions much of it requires a lot of
errterienee. A ganger cannot be watching
the men all the time. In much of the sewer-
age work it is necessary to hold up the
country several feet ahead; it has to be
timbered up. On sewerage works in the
past. men have lost their l -ives through
inefl% erimnec. '[hex have been buried
alive. NotwithstandingT that fact, the
Governmient are employing- inexperienced
men on that class of work and the ganger

has to accept the added responsibility.
That is not an economical system, seeing
that there are experienced men available.
I know that the Minister appreciates the
position, but he is one Minister only in the
full Cabinet.

The Minister for Railways: The work is
provided by the Minister for Works.

Air. MARSHALL: But the allocation of
the work is under your department. That
is where the lack of organisation comes
In.

The Minister for Works: The public en-
gineers pick up the men.

Mr. MARSHALL: I know differently.
If the engineers were able to pick up the
men they required, they would pick up
experienced workers.

The Minister for Railways: That is what
they are permitted to do.

The Minister for Works: Wherever pos-
sible, they get experienced men.

Mr. MARSHALL: I know of one experi-
enced man I have been trying to get placed],
hut without success, Because that indivi-
dual has been a good type of citizen and
thrifty in the past, he is now being
penalised. lie can get neither sustenance
nor work.

The Minister for Works: That is a dif-
ferent phase altogether.

Mr. MNARSHALL: Perhaps; that man has
been foolish in the past: he should have
spent nil he earned. Because he looked
after his wife and family and put by a little
capital, he cannot get work now. Surel 'y
the Minister does not approve of that
policy. J know the Minister for Railways;
docs not: lie has had too much experience.

The Minister for Railways: .1 have not
heard of any solution of the problem.

Mr. MARSHALL: The Government
should utilise the services; of experienced
men when they are available.

The Minister for Railways: YOU are
speaking of an isolated instance.

Mr. MARSHALL: But it has a general
application.

The Minister for Lands: That is not
SO.

Mr. MARSHALL: Each time I have
spoken to an officer of the department the
first question asked is, "Are they receiving
sustenance ?"

Hon. J. C. Willeock: There is a consider-
able number of men who cannot get work be-
cause they are not in receipt of susten-
ance.
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The M1inister for Railwavw, That applies
in every part of Australia. Unfortunately
we cannot solve that difficulty.

Mr. MARSHALL: The Minister knows
it is not fair, and merely because that is
the position elsewhere, he should not be in-
fluenced in allowving the same conditions to
apply locally.

The Minister for Railways: We do not
prevent those individuals from getting
work elsewhere.

Mr. MARSHALL: I amn aware of that.
The Minister for Railways: You want

the Government to find work for every-
one.

Mr. MARSHALL: No. What I want is
that the Government, wvhen employing men
for work under their control, shall engage
men experienced on that particular class
of work, irrespective of whether they are
in receipt of sustenance. It is quite true,
ass the Minister stated, that I have referred
to an isolated instance.

Hon. J. C. Willeock: But I have not re-
ferred to an isolated instance.

Mr. MARSHALL: I have approached the
officials on a number of occasions and the
first question as to whether the individual
is in receipt of sustenance, has ended the
"'hole thing.

The Minister for Railways: We cannot
find work for everyone in the community.

Mr. MARSHALL: I agree. The indivi-
dual I have in mind is well known to the
engineers and to the gangers as a capable
worker. He has been able to keep going
for twelve or fourteen months although
out of work, but I suppose he is at the end
of his tether now, and will have to go on
sustenance.

Mr. Sleeman: He will not be able to get
sustenance if one of his children has a coin
in his moneybox.

The Minister for Lands: It is a questi.on
of how much we have to spend.

Mr. MARSHALL: The Government are
quite prepared to keep the spendthrifts.

The Minister for Lands: If we did not,
they would starve.

Mr. MARSHALL: Why not allow men of
the type I have mentioned to get work ?

The Minister for Lands: We do.
Mr. MARSHALL: The Government do

not. If they allowed the men to get work,
the engineers or the gangers would employ
men of the type I refer to. People who
formerly would scorn to look at this class
of work, now get preferenca.

Hon. J. C. Willeock: And they cannot do
half as much work as the men you have in
mind.

Mr. MARSHALL: Of course not. it
would be impossible for any unskilled men
to do half as much as the experienced
miners. If the Government pursue such a
policy over any lengthy period, there will
be loss of life in connection with the
sewerage operations. Some of the unfor-
tunates will bury themselves. Although
there are experienced men available for
that class of work, they are not allowed
to take it, and it is certainly not an economi-
cal policy to adopt.

Mr. J. MacCallum Smith: Quite right; I
know of several such instances.

Mr. MARSHALL: I do not know of seve-
ral instances, but I know of the specific
instance I have referred to, and I have
spoken to the Minister about the posi-
tion.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Mr. MARSHALL: There are only a
couple more points to which I would draw
attention. One appertains to the lack of
organisation in the administration of the
Vote. We have not had any assistance for
thep unemployed on the goldfields. At places
such as Wiluna and Meekaitharra quite a
number of unemployed are being maintained
by local effort. Negotiations were entered
into with the department on one or two oc-
casions, but no finality was reached. It is
not quite fair to give all the assistance in
one portion of the State to the exclusion of
other parts. If the principle of assistance
is good for the city unemployed, it is good
also for those unemployed in outback dis-
tricts. On one occasion the Treasury granted
a sum of money to the Meekatharra Road
Board for the purpose of absorbing some of
the unemployed, hut it was only a small
amount and has long since been disbursed.
Again, I think the Minister should review
his treatment of destitute prospectors. He
knows that until recently the prospector
who found himself without cash and withi-
out work could not receive sustenance unless
he came down to Perth and was registered
as being unemployed, in order to reeeiv9
sustenance. Then, if it suited him, he could
get his payments transferred to his gold-
fields address. But that is scarcely fair.
The Minister, as an ex-resident of the gold-



5176 ASSFMBLY.]

fields, knows the type of man the 1prosp~ector
is, how well-deserving of help he is. But
the 'Minister, although usually of long
vision, was very short-sighted in respect of
the positioii of the prospector. Destitute
prospeetors have to go without sustenance
while all other sections of the community
can enjoy it. It is a gross miscarriage of
justice, and I amn sure the Minister must ap-
preciate it. He was reared on the goldfields,
and so he knows the prospector as a type
pretty well. There is not much the pro-
pector requires of the State, hut at times he
does need a little food and I cannot under-
stand how it is the Minister has overlooked
his requirements. The Minister should set
up somne sort of an organisation under which
the prospector's needs would be attended to
There are on the goldfields persons who
have never been prospecting, yet are in re-
ceipt of the dole because they had them-
selves registered in the city as being unem-
ployed, and were then able to get their pay-
ments transferred to the goldfields. That is
scarcely fair to the bona fide prospectors
who cannot get relief. I am sure the Min-
ister has sufficient influence in Cabinet to
secure better treatment for the prospector.
Now let rue say that since the Premier
turned down all proposals put forward by
other members of the Premiers' Confcrece
for the relief of the unemployed, the onus
is on him to do something to alleviate the
existing position. Since the proposed fiduc-
iary issue of £18,000,000 was objected to by
the Premier, it is strange that the Common-
wealth Bank should have issued recentlyv a
million pounds' worth of extra note,, with-
out evoking a, protest from anybody. Yet
the Premier strongly objected to the pro-
posed fiduciary issue of £18,000,000.

Mr. Sampson: The notes isuied by the
Commonwealth Bank were issued to replace
worn notes.

Mr. 'MARSHALL: Not at all, It was; an
issue of a million pounds' worth of extra
notes.

Mfr. Angelo: There is sonic difterence be-
tween £1,000,000 and £18,000,000.

Mr. MARSHALL: That is so, hut the
principle is the same and nobodyv I, ob-
jected to the new issue.

The Minister for Railways: Thaut hag
been the trouble with inflation all over the
,world: once it is introduced, it is found
necessary to carry it further.

Mr. MNARSHALL: At all events the Coin-
rnonwealth Banik has issued a million
pounds' worth since the Premiers' Confer-
ence.

Mr. Sampson: Not a million.
Mr. 'MARSHALL: Ye;, a million.
M1r. Sampson: Well, it was to replace old

notes.
M r. MARSHALL: It was not. The Pre-

ier opposed the principle at the Premiers'
Conference; it was a crime in his eyes.

The Minister for Railways: No, that was
a proposal for a definite inflation of
X18,000,0000.

Mr. MARSHALL: WVeii, what does the
amount matter? The principle is the same.
In England they have £400,000,000 of that
class of currency, and a further £200,000,000
to be issue1. Yet nobody objects. If there
were a declaration of war to-morrow, the
currency in England would be inflated by
rnny hundreds of millions.

The CHAIRMAN: Order!I We cannot
have this discussion.

Mr. 'MARSHALL: At the Premiers'
Conference the Premier was opposed to all
inflation to relieve unemployment, and so it
is now on the Premier and his Government
to find other means of relief.

The Minister for Railways: The Premier
wvas not the whole of the Premiers' Confer-
ence;- there were six other Premiers there.

Mr. MARSHALL: I am not trying to
make out that the Premier was solely re-
sponsible, but since 'he opposed the pro-
posal-

The Attorntey General: What proposal?
Mr. MARSHALL: The proposed fiduci-

atry note issue.
The Attorney General:- It was never

mentionted at the Premiers' Conference.
Mfr. MARSHALL: The Premier could

not agree to anything that was proposed at
the Premiers' Conference. All hie wanted
was to let things go from bad to worse.

The Attoreny General: Why, he agreed!
to ever ything.

Mr. MARSHALL: 'Finally, perhaps.
However, the Attorney General will admit
that lire policy adopted at that conference
is doing no good for the country.

The Attorney General: I will admit no
siich thing.

The CHAIRMANX: Ordler! I cannot
permit this isceussion.

Mfr. MARSHALL: it is up to tire Guv-
erment to do something for tire relief of
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the unemployed, not to sit down and so,
"This is what is being done in the other
States, and this will do us also." It is up
to the Government to relieve the position
even if they cannot conclusively solve it.
But no, they say, "At all events we are do-
ing better than are the other States." Then
there is the proposal to return certain
migrants to their Home land. It would be
much more economical than to keep on
feeding them here for the next two years.

The Attorney Gerenal: Is that your su-
gestion 9

Mr. MARSHALL: The Government have
broken their contract with those people, for
they cannot provide them with work. Those
migrants are almost without clothes; many
of themn are without homes, and they desire
to return to the Old Country. With the
exception of the Attorney General, all the
Ministers that have spoken have said tha'
in future they will be unable to find work
for those who have been accustomed to
work for the Government, and will not be
ahle to do so for many years to come. So
wvhat is going to happen to those migrants?
Are they to be hunted up to Blackboy or
other unemployment camps for the next
foar or five years? Would it not be more
economical to send them back to the 01F
Countryv, even if we have to use our own
State vessels for the purpose? We hay-
broken our contract with them, there is no
chance of employment for them and so it
seems they are to hang on here in the hope
of sonetbinz turning up. What the devil
do tbe Government think is going to hap-
pen? Do they think some miracle will be
performed hy which work will he provided
for all?

The 'Minister for Railways: It is a ques-
tion for the Federal Government.

Mr. MARSHALL: I do not think the
.;tate? Government have pressed the Federal
('overnment in the matter. I do not even
think the resolution passed by this Chamber
],a; heen forwarded to the Federal Govern-
men t.

Thv' Minister for Lands: That resolution
was sent on to the Prime Minister.

Mr. MARSHALL: The position is despe-
rate, and desperate ills need desperate
remedies. Irespective of the attitude of
the Commonwealth, the State Government
should adopt the course that is most econ-
omical and in the best interests of the State.
If the Commonwealth will not do anything,

the State Government should do the next
best thing.

The Minister for Railways: We cannot
move without the Commonwealth.

Mr. MARSHALL: It is wonderful what
the Government could do if they lied the
determination; it is wonderful how little
they need do if they have not a mind to do
anything.

Vote put and passed.

Postponed Vote-Aborigines' Native Sta-
tions, 44,756:

The MINISTER FOR LANDS; In my
absece the member for K~imberley desired
information about the tannery at the abori-
gines native station, Moola Bulls. The rea-
son why the tannery was closed was because
it was impossible to place the leather manu-
factured there. The tannery had never
paid its way, and it was considered more
profitable to ship the roughly-tanned bides
to England rather than manufacture the
finished leather here. Only one white man
was employed at the tannery, and as the
tannery was a losing proposition and we
were compelled to economnise, it was
thought that this was one way to do it. A
stage had been reached when it would have
been necessary to increase the plant con-
siderably.

Mr. COVERLEY: I know that the Minis-
ter for Lands is not in charge of the de-
partment, and therefore is giving informa-
tion supplied by the department.

The Minister for Lands: That is so.
Mr. COVERLEY: I do not hold him re-

sponsible for the information, but the tan-
nery should have been profitable bad it
been run on sound lines. The leather
tanned there originally was not a complete
success, but after considerable experiment
the tanner turned out a very good article-
one that was sought in the Kimberleys. In
that part of the State there is a rather
large sale for leather, particularly on the
cattle and sheep stations, where it is used
for harness and saddlery. A departmental
officer insisted that the leather should be
sold at 30s. per side, whereas a saddler
buys leather by the pound, not by the side.
To stipulate 30s. per side was unfair. A
purchaser might get a small side, a miedium
side or a large side, and yet he would have
to pay the 30s. for any one of them. When
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the leather was sent to the city the flim
of Arundel offered to buy it at 2s. per lb.
That did not appeal to the official, and he
sent the lot to .England. I asked some
quesitions in the House regarding the Mat-
ter, and the reply I received was that out
of the 500 sides sent overseas, only six
sample sides had been sold. The return
to the department was about is. lid, per
l1b.. showing that had the business been
conducted on proper lines and the artisan
given control of the selling, he would have
found a ready sale in the metropolitan area
for the bulk of the leather. The loss in-
curred on the 500 sides sent to England,
which had to bear freight, commission, etc.,
is tacked on to the department to make
it show a loss. Seeing that the State In-
curred considerable expense to build the
tannery, the Minister should investigate
the question. There is still a big demand
for the leather in the district. Actually the
cost of controlling the tannery is very
small. It is only a matter of the wages
of the tanner, which would be less than
£300 a year. There is a big demand for
Moola Bulla leather, but a revision of the
lprice is necessary. The tanner had no say
in the disposal of the leather. That was
controlled from Perth by someone who
knew nothing about it. 1 hope the Minister
will inquire whether steps cannot be taken
to operate the tannery again. The natives
arc there to provide the labour, and have
to be fed whether they work or not. The
only cost over and above the wages paid
to the tanner would be a few shillings for
dyes, etc. Saddlers who travel from sta-
tion to station attending to the harness
have informed me that the Moola Bulla
leather recently bought by them was quite
as good as they could get from Perth, and
that they were quite prepared to continue
"ising it.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I will
bring the remarks of the hion. mnember
under the notice of the Chief Secretary,
and if it is possible to do something in the
way of producing a useful article at Loola
Bulls, I am sure he will accept the lion.
miiember's advice.

Vote put and passed.

This concluded the Estimates of Revenue
and Expenditutre for the year.

Resolution-s reported.

ANNUAL ESTIMATE S-STATE
TRADING CONCERNS.

Iot Committee.

Mr. Richardson in the Chair.

lWrision-State Brickwoorks, £615,462:

M1r. SAM)PSON: J do not know whether
the Minister intends to make any state-
mient about State trading, but the circum-
stances Justify some reference to thist Go-
vernmental activity. Unfortunately trad-
ing concerns must be a source of great
anxiety to the Government. TlIe figures
before us show a tremendous loss. Accord-
ing to the report of the Auditor General,
the net ]oss made by trading concerns since
their incept ion has been £1,384,000.

Hon. WV. D. JIohnson;: How moochl is dlue
to the State briekworks now iiuiler discus-
sion

M1r. SAMP SON: That is one of the con-
cerns which has made a profit.

Hon. P. Collier: It is usual to allow the
Minister to mnake a statement.

M-r. SAMPSON: I ratther g-athered that
lie did not intend to speak.

The CHAIRMAN: Tt has, been the cus-
torn, and I think the correct one, to discuss
the particular dlivision before tihe Choir.
Mlembers are now dicsigthe State Br~ick-
works.

M)r. SAM';PSON: Following1 the suhniis-
.ion of a Bill to Parliament some months
ago, I hoped that a definite offer would have
bmen rei-eived by the Government for the
])urehiaN oft the State tradiiig eonlcerns.

Hon. P. Collier: The brickwork-q
Hon. W. fl. Johnson: NYo, the Govern-

menit Printing Office.
The CHAIRMAN: I ask the lion, mem-

ber to confine his remarks to the State
Brickworks,

M)r. SAMPSON: T realise that the State
Brickworks have shown a profit, but that
is not the point. The question that is ex-
ercising the minds of the people is whether
or not State traing should be continued.

The CHAIRM1AN: I ask the hon. mem-
ber to obey the Chair. On two occasions I
have directed attention to the fact that he
cannot discuss all the State tradinw con-
cerns.

Mr S21 35ON: That was not my initeri-
tion. It is not a question whether tt'e State
Brickworks have shown a profit or losq, bul
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it is a matter of whether or not the Sjtte
should enter into the realms of private en-
terprise. It is expected that the State Brick-
works this year will show a deficit of £5,462.
If the undertaking had in the past been com-
pelled to meet income tax, rent, and various
other overhead charges, the chances are that
a loss- and not a profit would have been
made over the period of the operation of
the works. The intrusion of the State into
the industry has discouraged others from
taking part in it. I regret the Government
have not taken steps definitely to offer the
State Brickworks for sale.

Rion. P. Collier: Surely you kniow there
are no purchasers in the market to-day.

The Minister for Lands: We could not.
give them away.

Hon. P. Collier: You cannot sell at sacri-
fice prices.

Mr. SAMPSON: 1 know it is a bad time
for a sale, but only one buyer, the -right one,
is necessary to effect a deal.

Ron. P. Collier: But there is no sale for
the commodity.

Mr. SAMPSON: It may be that a sale
could lie effected.

Hon. P'. Collier: At a price, of course.
The MXinister for Railways: Yes.

Mr. SAMPSON: A sale might be effected
at a reasonable price. We are perhaps on
the verge of a revival of the building in-
dustry. If the Government made it known
in the leading newspapers of each of the
other States that the works wvere for sale,
some buyer at a satisfactory price might be
discovered.

Hon. P. Collier: flow about an advertise-
mnent in the "Mullewa Mail"?

Mr. SAMALPSON: It is possible a buyer
might be found iii Mullewa. No one can
say until the Government disclose their in-
tentions to dispose of this State trading con-
cern.

Hon. P. Collier: To give it away.
Mir. SA,1PSONX: Who can say that a

buyer will not he found? I hope the Mlin-
ister for Works will recall the sentiments
expressed in Parliament a little while ago,
and that every endeavour will he made to
dispose of this undertaking.

The 'MINISTER FOR WORKS: It is
not the policy of the Government to con-
tinue State trading concerns; neither is it
their policy to give them away. If condi-
Vonsi were such that buyers were available,

the situation would be entirely different.
The matter was gone into exhaustively some
months ago by the Minister in charge of
these works. I assure the lion. member that,
if he i- prepared to make a reasonable offer
for then, it will receive most sympathetic
consideration.

Division put and passed.

Divisqions--State Hote, ,38,900. State
Implement and Engineering W~orks, E39,104
-a greed to.

Dhvision.-8tate Quarries-B12,915:

Mr. SAMPSON: I see that in the case
of this vote there is an anticipated loss of
£:3,415. 1 should be glad of an explanation
from the Myinister on the question whliether
the quarries are likely to be operated to a
normal extent.

Hon. P. Collier: [.s anything normal to-
tlay9

The MIN1.ISTER FOR WORKS: The
question is one 'which, I think, should not
have been asked.

Hon. J. C. Willeock: What is going to
win the Perth Cup'?

The M_%INISTE4'R FOR WORKS: No
business of this nature, dealing as it does
with the building trade and road cons true-
tion, is operating normally, because people
do not require stone. This is rather hard
upon the State quarries. There is very
little demand for stone. Certain capital
has beer. invesited in the enterprise, and un-
less the demand for stone is fairly consider-
able, Qv that the interest and sinking fund
are spread over a large tonnage, the quarry
cannot: be operated at a profit.

Hon. J. Cunningham: The municipal
quarry has been closed down.

The Mi1NISTER FOR WORKS: Every
other quarry inl the State is making a loss.
This year we hope to pay working expenses
lbeeauje we have a certain amount of stone
on hand. We are using this up and keep-
ing the works in operation in a small way.
Last year wve sold 60,000 tons of stone.
Wheii, however, we are operating only on
10,000 tons, a loss is inevitable. Two or
three days ago a gentleman came to my
office to object to certain stone being sent
fromi the State Quarries to the Freman tle
harbour. As it was a matter of payment
by cash, a very important item to the Trea-
sury, the stone was taken from the quarry.
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I told him that any reasonable offer that
might be made for the State Quarries would
be carefully considered by the Government.

Mr. SAMPSON: I should, like to say,
Mr. Chairman-

Hon. P. Collier: You cannot speak a
second time on the general discussion.

The CHAIRMNAN: I would point out to
the Lender of the Opposition that we are
flow in Committee, and that there is no
general discussion.

Hon, P. Collier: You cannot speak twice
in a general way.

Mfr. SAMPSON: Then I will take Item
No. 1, that of the manager, £500.

Hon. P. Collier: You are now in order.
Mr. SAMPSON: The statement of the

Minister is evidence of the injury that
State trading concerns do to private enter-
prise. The Minister for Works evidently
insisted on the supply of stone from the
State Quarries when some private enter-
prise was prepared to supply the material.

The Minister for Railways: For what
purpose

M1r, SAMPSON: For the purpose re-
ferred to by the Minister.

The Minister for Railways: That is for
Government purposes.

Mr. SAMPSON: Yes.
The Minister for Railways: It is a mat-

ter of using overnment material for Gov-
errnnerut business.

M1r. SAMIPSON: I understood that the
price for the other material was better than
that at which it was estimated the State
Quarries could supply.

Mr. Kenneally: The Minister said no
such thing.

M1r. SAMPSON: There was some justifi-
ration for the representatives of private
enterprise to -wait upon the Minister to ask
that this matter should he considered, es-
pecially when it was a question of a lower
price beixw offered than that submitted by
the State Quarries.

Mr. Kenneally: The lion. member is
romancing.

Hon. P. Collier: To what item are you
referring?

Mr. SAMPSON:. To item No. 1.
Hon. P. Collier: Then connect it up).
Mr. SAMPSON: This is the sort of thing

that prompts strong opposition to a contin-
uation by the State of these trading con-
cerns, which are in direct conflict with plri-
vate enterprise. When the cost of quarry-

ing by the State is in excess of the quotes
submitted by private enterprise, an injury
is being done to the latter if the work is
given to the State. I would be wanting in
my duty if I sat quietly when this matter
came on.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: Does it affect your
pocket?

Mr. SAMPSON: It affects the pocket of
every citizen in the State. No State under-
taking should he allowed to enter into com-
petition with private enterprise.

The Minister for Railways: It does not
enter into competition with private enter-
prise.

Mr. SAMPSON: It does, hecause the
State is a big buyer. When tenders are
called, the lowest tender should he accepted.

Hon. A. McCallum: You kicked up a row
because the Government Printing Office beat
you for that school reader!

Hon. P. Collier: You wanted the job al-
though your tender was higher.

Hon. A. McCallumn: You are never satis-
fied unless you can fleece the public.

Mr. SAMPSON: I ask for the withdrawal
of that remark.

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member takes
exception to the remark of the member for
South Fremantle.

Hon. A. McCallum: I withdraw it.
Mr. SAMPSON: I hope it will not be

long before all State enterprises are dis-
posed of.

Mr' HREGNEY: The hon. member contra-
diets himself. He wants the State quarries,
in which capital is invested, to remain idle
and not supply stone for works at Fre-
mantle. MYeantime the taxpayers would
have to foot the bill. Yet the hon. member
claims to be speaking in the interests of the
taxpayers. Many private quarries having
gone into liquidation, the State was obliged
to start a quarry in order to obtain sup-
plies of stone. The bion. member speaks of
the coming revival. As soon as road con-
struction begins, the quarries will become
active, and thus give employment to many
men. It would be unwise to sell the State
quarries. In that event they would not he
able to supply the stone which private en-
terprise in the past has fadled to supply.

Hon. A. MeCALLtTM: The member for
Swan takes exception to State trading- con-
cerns because they interfere -with his pri-
rate pocket.
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Mr. Sampson: I take exception as at citi-
zen.

Ron. A. 31cCALLUM: The hon. membher
quite recently was associated wyith at protest
made to the Government against a contract
being let to a Government institution.
the reason for the protest being that the
Government refused to pay his company a
profit which would have affected the pocket
of every parent of a school child in this
country.

Mr. Sampson: That is not true.
Hon. A. McCALLIJM: The Government

institution beat the bon. member's com-
pany in fair competition, anid he objected
to that. He wanted to delve into the
pockets of the school children of this coon-
try in order that he might make a higher
profit. When the Government institution
secured the contract, he objected to 20 per
cent. commission being allowed to book-
sellers.

Mr. Sampson: That is not true. N\one
of it is true.

Hon. A. McCALLUM: One would think
the hon. member would be ashamed to raise
his head in this House to protest. He
serves his own pocket. His care for the
i ublic purse! We know which pocket he
is looking after. He comes here wvith
hypocritical protests, but he cannot deity
these facts.

Mr. Sampson: All that is absolutely un-
true.

Hon. A. McCALLUM: I was waiting for
the hon. member on the Estimates. lie
threatened to someone else that hie wouild
bring this matter up on the Estimates, but
he was not game to do it. I had all the
facts and figures here. I want the hon.
member to be seen in his true colours, so
that he may not mislead the Chamber' by
stating that he is entirely disinterested
His anxiety over this vote makes one wvon-
der how many shares he holds in private
quarries. My interjection, which th hon.
member wanted withdrawn and which was
withdrawn, stated the facts.

Mr. SAMPSON: I have never threatened
to bring forward a matter relating to the
Government Printing Office. The state-
nient of the member for South Fremnantle
relating to a commnission of 20 per cent, is
entirely wrong. Nothing of the sort was
ever said. I am prepared to resign mn'y
seat in Parliament if what the hon. mem-
ber said is true, provided he on his part
will give the corresponding undertaking.

As regards the deputation to the tx-Mfinis-
ter for Education, I took part in it at the
reqluest of the master printers. The hon.
member has become confused regarding a
deputation of booksellers, which waited on
the Minister.

Hon. A. McCallum: I know all about
that. I sipoke about your printing the book.

Mr. SAMPSON: The 20 per cent, to
wvhich the hon. member has referred re-
lates to the sale of books by booksellers,
and has nothing to do with local printers.
I have made my challenge, and ant prepared
to stand by it.

Hon. A. McCallumi: 1 challenged you
,about the printing of the bootc.

.%rt. SAMPSON: There is no amigueity
about mny challenge.

Hon. P. Collier: It is a fact that You are
no w talking about your private business.

Mr. SAMPSON: ITam not.
The CHAIRMAN: The Committee are

dealing with State Quarries.
Hon. P. Collier: The member for Swan

is talking about a matter that affects his
own private business.

Mre. SAMPSON: Not at all. The Deputy
Leader of the Opposition introduced a
matter as to which he was absolutely
wrong. I took part in a deputation from
thle istei' printers to the e-Minister for
Education. That deputation asked that
the Printers he permitted to submit prices
for the production of a school book. How-
ever. at later deputation-

The CHAJIAN: Order !We cannot
gto into all those deputations.

Mr. SAMPSON: I am on my defence.
By implication I ami accused of having
,shares in a quarry.

Ron. A. McCallum: I asked whether you
had ally.

Mr. SAMPSON: The hon. member
should not (ii that. T do not ask him
whether-

Ron. A. McCallum: I know what you did
about the school hook.

Mr. SAMPSON: The bon. member has
no right to impugn my honour by imply-
i ng that I have spoken about the State
quarries because I had shares in private
quarries.

lion. 1P. Collier: It is owing to the energy
with which you argue these questions that
one asks whether you are interested.

Mr. SAMPSON: i will make the Leader
of the Opposition the same offer as I made
to the Deputy Leader of the Opposition.
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Hon. A. Mealslmm: Will you deny that
You are a shareholder in the concerti that
tendered for the school book V

Mr. SAMPSON: Of course I am. I uni
a printer, a very honourable avocation.

Hon, A. McCallumn: And then you pro-
tested against the Government Printing
Office getting the work.

Mr. SAMP SON: No. We merely asked
that all printers should have the right to
tender. I hope the time is not far distant
when State quarries will be a thing of the
past, and when the Boya quarry will be
operated by private enterprise. i am sure
it will be quite as well worked then as it,
is now.

Division put and passed.

flivigion - State Ship pingi Service,
£C188,000:

Mr. SLEMAN: The division "State
Shipping Service'' is somewhat puzzling.
Is this a State trading concern, or a pub-
lie utility I1 It would be interesting to
know whether the Committee desire that
the State Shipping Service should he dis-
posed of. Some time ago a move was made
affecting all State trading concerns. On
that memorable mnorning, an unfortunate
event debarred us from getting a true ex-
pression of opinion as to the disposal of
the State Shipping Service. If an expres-
sion o' opinion were taken it would be
found that a fair majority of the Houso
would he opposed to the disposal of the
State, Shipping Service.Iunesadtt
tin' Government have been nibbling for
offers for the disposal of the service. I can-
not zzar whether that is tnie.

Tb" Miniser for Lands:. It is not true.
M-. SLEMAN: That is what has been

rijpoitcd to me.
Thep Minister for Lands: I do not know

where you got your information.
Mr. S LEEMAN. I welcome the state-

nent of' tl'e 'Minister for Lands that the
reiinrl i' not true.

lIon. P. Collier: What about the mexn-
her- for Gascoyne?'

Mr. SLEEMAN: The time has arrived
when the iiitere4s4 of the State Shippingz
Se'vi.-e van be further advanced. It will
he realisedl hy hon. memiber- that the Statv
ship-; -re manned by white crews and that
we omulor oar- own people. The money
paid to th ecrews i5 circulated in our midst.

During the last few days anl announcement
was made that the s.s. "Gascoyne" was to
he taken Off the coastal rum. When the
latest of the privately-owned steamers. took
up her running on the coast, the company
had to secure a permit from the Common-
wealth Government for that purpose, and it
was only on the strength of strong repre-
sentations by the Premier that the permit
was ranted.

Thle MIinister for Railways: That is not
right.

Mr. SLEEM AN: It is right. We had it
in hiack and white from the then M.Ninister
-I think it was M1r, Rodgers-that it was
only on the strength of the representation-
by the Premier that the permit 'was granted.

The Minister for Lainds: The question
was referred to us and we raised no obje,
tion. That is all there was to it.

Mr. SLEEMIAN: I remember the letter
from the Federal Minister, and I believe w -
can produce it. He said that it was only
on the strong- recommendation of Sir James
Mitchell that the permit was granted. As
the s.s. "Gascoyne" is to he taken off the
coastal run, I hope that no additional per-
mits will be granted to privately-owned
oversew; steamer., to trade along the coast.
If any further permit were granted, it
would he on thle recommendantion of the
State Governmvnt only.

The Minister for HaihvayR: That is not
so.

M.SLEEMTAN: The Commonwealth
Government would not grant such a permit
without getting the, opinion of the State
Government.

Thet Mfinister for Railways: They might
get our opinion, but it is a Commonwealth
obligation, and we have no say in the grant-
ing or disapprovinu of such permits.

Mr. SLEEMAN: I think the Common-
we-alth Government would not grant such a
Permit without the recommendation of the
tate Government.

The Minister for Lands: Nothing of the
sort.

Tle' Minister for Railways: They were
on the coast for six years when there wvas
no Nationalist Government in office.

Hon. J. C. Willeack: Such a question
was; never referred to us.

Mr. SLEMAN: At any rate, I hope
that no additional permits will be granted.
I anm sure that no representative of the
Northern ,ancstitnene~ipq would vote in fav-
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our of the disposal of the shipping service.
If the steamers were sold, it would, be re-
gretted by' every resident of the North-
West. A lot of money is circulated in con-
nection with the victualling, reconditioning
and repairing of the State steamers. Un-
fortunately we have not the plant nor the
facilities to cope with all the repair wvork
required, but even so, the expenditure is
largely money that circulates among our,
own people. The families of the crews re-
side within the State, and I certainly wel-
come the statement of the Minister for
Lands that there is no proposal to sell the
State ships, nor is it the desire of the Gov-
ernment to dispose of them.

Mr. H. W. Mann: The Minister did not
say it was not the desire of the Government.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Thn
Government regard the State steamers as a
public utility just as much as are the rail-
ways.

Mr. Coverley: Why do you not deal with
them as you do with the railways?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS : It is ju'-
fl: essentil to have ships% for the Nortlh-West
as it is to have railways to the agricultural
areas. I do not know where the njemher for
Fremantle got hi., information regarding tlv'
supposed action by the Government, but it
wit- not true. We hare. not been asked to
dispose of the ships. There is no cbec
of disposing of them, ad it isou Oin nict ion
to maintain the shipping serviee to thet
North-West ports.

Mr, ANGELO: I would like to tell the
member for Fremantle that when the Bill
for the sale of the State Trading Concerns
"as under discussion last year-

Mr. Sleeman: It was a pity you took the
Chair.

Mr. ANGELO: -Ihad intended to
move an amendment to strike the State
Shipping Service and the State Ferries out
of the schedule. The effect of that would
have been to take those two activities away
from the State Trading Concerns altogether.
The Premier gave me a definite prms
that there would be no question of selling
the State ships, mid I was perfectly satis-
fied to accept his word. I have never heard
of any suggestion made by a member of the
Government since then, that the State ships
should be sold.

Hon. P. Collier: Why should we not dis-
pose of them any more than any other trad-
ing concern 9

-Mr. ANGELO: Because the State ships
are on a par with the railways.

Hon. P. Collier: There are no rival rail-
way companies, whereas there are private
shipping companies.

Mr. ANGELO: But those ships have de-
clined to trade in parts necessary to link up
the ports along the coast. They will not go
to Shark Bay or Wyndhiam and they seldom
go to Balla Balla.

The Minister for Railways: And they will
not quote freights in opposition to the ships
:o the other side.

Hon. P. Collier: You have opposition
ships on the coast, but therc are no rival
railway companies.

The Minister for Railways: But those
ships are not competing witht us. They are
only there to prevent reasonable shipping
facilities being provided. I will give you
proGof of that if you want it.

Mr. ANGELO: I am sorry we have not
another up to date ship like the r"Koolinda."~
If the finanicial results of the shipping ser-
vice were analysed, I think it would be found
that the loss has been due almost entirely
to the "Kangaroo," which is out of date,
slow, and costly to run. There is but little
freight available for her at present, and I
am glad to note that she is being used in
an endeavour to open uip trade with the Far
East. I believe there are great possibilities
of benefit accruing to the State with the
opening up of that trade. I compliment
the Minister on using that vessel for the
purpose I have indicated, even though it be
at a slight loss. I assure the Committee that
the "Koolinda"l is an up to date vessel that
is rendering splendid service to the North,
and, furthermore, that she is paying. Wh Ie
she is paying, I do not think thcre will be
any question of her being sold.

Item-i.v. "Koolinda," £78,148:

Mr. SLEEMAN: It is pleasing to know
that the "Koolinda"l is paying. The memi-
ber for Gascoyne said that as the vessel was
paying, there was no chance of the Govern-
ment disposing of it. That argument could
be used with regard to other trading con-
cerns, but even so, surely the fact that a
specific trading concern is not paying,
should not warrant the Government in sell-
ing it.

Hon. J. C. Willeck: That did not apply
to the sawmills some years ago.
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Mrx. SLEEMALN: There is a principle at
stake, and whether a trading concern is
paying or is losing, it is wrong to attempt
to dispose of it. If a steamer trading on
the South-West coast is a losing proposition,
and he is willing to sell it, will the member
for Gascoyne say that the "Koolinda?' is to
he retained merely because it is showing a
profit ?

Division put and passed.

Divisions - State Sawmills, £6484,'894;
llyndham Freezing, Canning and Meat Ex-
pert Works, £345709--agreed to.

This concluded the Estimates of the Trad-
ing Concerns for the year.

Resolutions reported.

BILL--LAND AGENTS ACT

AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.

Debate resumed from the 41th November.

HON. J. C. 'WIhLCOCK (Ueraldton)
[8.42] : I do not take exception to the pro-
visions of the Bill to any extent. 'We have
bad eight or nine years' experience of the
operations of the Act, and it has not been
until the last 12 or I8 months that the
necessity to amiend it has occurred to the
Government. If the Bill that a previous
Government introduced had been given
effect to, with consequent sievere restrictions
upon1 land agents, the p)resent Bill would
not have been necessary. I agree with the
Attorney Gencral that the bond required
from land agents should be raised to £500.
Ile will bie a poor sort of land agent -who
does not deal with business representing
£300 or £400 a month. On that amount, .5
per cent, would represent about £15 a
mnonth. In all probability a reputable land
agent would have a monthly turnover of
considerably more than I have indicated.

Mr. H, W. Mann: If this Bill does not
suit a mnember of another place, it will prob-
ably go by the board, like the last Bill.

Hon. J. C. WILLCOCK: That is quite
possible. There is a tendency on the part
of somne mnemhrrsi there to consider business
interests and to talk about things that con-
cern themnselves, privately-as was indicatedl
even in this Chamber just now during the

course of the debate-rather than to view
questions from the standpoint of the welfare
of the State. The Land Agents Bill that I
refer to would have obviated the necessity
lKor the measure now before us. It was
probably due to considerations of private
individuals that the last Bill was rejected
in another place, although its provisions
would have protected the interests of the
public. It would be wrong to allow unscru-
pulous persons freedom to rent an office
in the city, instal a table and a few chairs,
bang out a sign, and then proceed to take
down the public. Unless we require a bond
or a substantial license fee covered by a
bond, from land agents who set up in busi-
ness, the unsuspecting public will he de-
frauded. During the last 12 or 18 months
we have had some experience of what can
be done -I shall not say in a disboniourable
way, because that has yet to be proved-
by slim and sly practices in effecting land
sales. The Bill proposes, in connection with
the bond of £500 that land agents will have
to find, that at the exp~iration of six months
after the Bill has been assented to, the
money will be distributed amongst those per-
sons who have any claim against an agent
who has absconded or robbed or defrauded
persons who have done business with him, in
respect of which notice has been given, and
the balance will be returned to the insurance
company that issued the baud.

The Attorney General: Or to the surety,
whichever it may be.

Hon. J. C. WILLCOCK: It would not be
a bad idea if the balance were to become the
property of the Crown. If a land agent
absconded, the State might be put to con-
siderable exlpense in tracing the abisconder
and bringing him back to justice. Heavy
expenditure might be incurred by the State
in the steps taken in the interests of jus-
lice, and any money so estreated from dis;-
honourable persons should become the pro-
perty of the Crown. It should not go to
the insurance company. It is not very much
punishment for the wrongdoer if there is to
be taken from the bond only so much as
people have been robbed of, whereas if the
whole amount is estrentecl the people who
put uip the surety will be very careful about
the character of the individual they ;nsnre.
The loading of the policy might possibly
keep undesirable people out of the trade
or profession, which offers so many oppor-
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tunities for defrauding people. The insur-
ance company certifies that the land agent
is of good character and worthy of trust,
and if he should prove to he unworthy of
trust the full amount of the insurance should
become rhe property of the Crown to offset
the expense of trying to bring the wrong-
doer to justice. I hope, therefore, the full
amount of the bond will remain the property
of the Crown. I agree with the proposal
to increase the amount of the bond, and I
do not raise any objection to the Bill.

MR. SAMPSON (Swan) [8.47]: The
general public will be grateful that the
amendment to the Act has been brotught
dlown. I agree with the previous speakcer
that increasing the bond from £200 to
£500 is in the best interests of the com-
munity, but I disagree with the proposal
that the whole of the bond should be re-
tained by the Government. It is only
reasonable that the expense of bringing
the defaulter to Justice should be met out
of the bond, but the real reason for the
provision of the bond is the setting up of
a guarantee that those who do business
with the land agents shall be protected.
The parent Act has done a great deal of
good, for it has laid on the land agents an
obligation to see that all outstanding rates
are paid up to the day of the sale. To a
large extent the Act passed in 1922 became
a taxing measure, but nobody could cavil
at it because it conferred great benefits
on the public. I am told the Act is not
administered very strictly, and that it is
possible for an unauthorised person to
w r,-ate a% .9 laud agrent for some time with-
out any notice being taken of it. The
Minister might give us some information
about this when he replies. The increased
fidelity bond will be welcomed by the pub-
tic, although at present the land agents
arr havinL a very bad time, since little pro-
perty is changing bands. However, there
is evidence that we are on the threshold
of a big forward move, and the whole of
Australia is predicting that by the end of
December we shall have rec'overed to a
great extent, if not entirely, from the eco-
nomic depression through which we are
passing.

'Mr. SPFATCiR: That question is not
now under discussion.

Mr. SAMPSON: The outlook is so good
that by the end of the year our land agents
probably will be doing considerably more

business than they are doing to-day. So the
fact that they will have to find a fidelity
bond of £500 will not press heavily upon
them. I should like to know from the
Minister whether, if a land agent were to
deposit a Commonwealth bond or the title
of a property valued at not less than £500,
it would be accepted in lieu of the fidelity
bond provided by an insurance company or
some other approved surety.

MR. H. W. MANN (Perth) [8.53]: It
seems to me that if a person enters into
a bond to conduct his business on proper
lines and fails to do that, the bond should
be forfeited to the Crown. I do not know
why it should be merely a matter of collect-
ing from the bond the amount of money re-
presenting the extent of the default. It
was suggested by the member for Swan
that the bond was merely a guarantee of
good faith. But 'the liabilities of a land
agent operating on a large scale would far
exceed £500. If such a man is going to
default, a £500 bond would scarcely cover
his defalcations. Unless the Attorney
General has some good reason with which
to support that provision in the Bill, it
seems to me that when a land agent de-
faults, the whole of the bond should go to
the Crown. There have been numerous in-
stances of bonds being forfeited to Mhe
Crown.

Hon. J. C. Willeock: If you enter into a
bond that some person will appear at the
court, and he does not appear the whole of
your bond is forfeited.

Mr. H. W. MANN: That is so. If it be-
comes a matter of having to extradite an
absconding defaulter, the cost has to be
paid by the Crown, and in my view there is
no reason why the balance of the bond
should not go to the Crown.

MR. WELLS (Canning) [8.55]: 1 do not
suppose there is in any country a busi-
ness in respect of which the general public
requires more protection than the land
agent's business. It is a business that
almost anybody can embark upon, because
it requires very little capital, the land
agent working on other people's money.
So every effort should be made to protect
the public against a person launching out
on such a business without having a sound
reputation. I do not think £500 is too
much as a fidelity bond, and I am of
opinion the Government should take the
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whole of the amount estreated, and that
no return should be made to the insurance
company. If the land agent proves dis-
honest the Crown might well compensate
those who have been defrauded, but any
balance remaining over fron the bond
should become the property of the Crown.
I do not think reputable land agents
would object to paying A fair amount for
a fidelity bond, because it would serve to
prevent disreputable people from: entering
the business. In the auictioneering busines~z
we have to insert in the newspapers; an
advertisement giving 14 days' notice of ap-
plication for a license. If within seven
days anybody raises an objection to the
granting of the application, atia if that
objection should be uipheld by the licensinz

mgistrate, the license doas not is~ne. It is
only a wise precanibun, because it is very
easy for an unscrupulouls person to set up,
in any commission agency' business. As thec
member for Oeraldton said. all that cmeb
a man requires is a table and a chair, and
a sign over the door. Not o-nly in thtu
sale of land, but in the sale of busines-ies,
there have been inl this city numaerou-, in-
stances of roguery and unscrttpulouis dp~il-
ing. Therefore the House sanould takce
every preaution to protect the public
against unscrupulous people.

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hfon. T.
A. L. Davy-West Perth-in reply) [8.581:
The object of the Bill is two-fold. In the
first place it is to increase the guarantee to
the general public, and in the second place
to mnake thle cost of that guiarantee ats low
ais posisible from the point of view of the
land agent. We do not broadly imagine that
land agent-, hare a monopoly of dishonesty.

lion. J1. C. Willvek: They have vecry good
opportunities for- thishotiesly.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: As a mat-
ter of fael the calibre of the average land]
agenl in Perth is very high. I do not think
we could q() to any other capital city in Aus-
tralia mid find, onl the average, a better lot
of awen conducting_ land agencies than are to
be founda in Perth. Certainly these time% we
do not want to mnake thle overhead expenses
of the businiess any higher than is necessary.
A , I exp~lained to the House inl mlovingt tile
second rcadinL-, the Bill was precipitated by
an action which was brought in the court
when tile Crowni insisted upon the entire
rorfeitnre of' a 4:2110 bond. The surety in

that case, which happened to be anl insur-
mice company, was surprised to find that,
however small the default made by the land
agent was, the whole of the amount of the
bond was immediately and for ever lpaid to
the Crown. They thereupon took a new view
of things and desired to revise the premiums
they had been charging- land agents for the
corer give n under the Act. In addition,
what was to he done with the mioney when-
ever a bond was forfeited had been left to
the imagination of the Treasurer, the Min-
ister for Just ice or the Attorney General for
the time being. It seems to me that we
should define the position. In framing the
measure we have followed the precedent of
Yew Zealand, South Australia and several
other States of the Commonwealth, and have
provided that thme Crown may, after paying
all the people who have bean robbed, hand
hack to the surety any surplus.

Ron. J. C. Willeock: That would become
an obligat ion, would it not?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: No, it is
entirelyv discretionary3.

HRon. J. C. Willeock: 'Why amiend the Act
if it is to he distretionary?

Thle ATTORNEY GENERAL: Once a
bond is forfeited and the money paid into
Consolida ted Revenue, the Crown have no
right to pay thle nioney hack. Theoretically,
the Government would have to ask Paxlia-
nient for an appropniation, or include it in
the Estimates. The proposal in the 'Bill is
a reasonable and sensible one.

Mr. Sampson: Ordinarily, the whole of the
bond is not forfeited.

Tire ATTORNEY GENERiAL: If it is in
tire form of a fidelity bond and the condition
of the bond is not fulfilled, the money is for-
feited. I think the hon. member is confusing-
a bond with a fidelity guarantee policy such
as is taken out in respect of employees of
road boards.

Mr. Samlpson: That is what I was refer-
ring to.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: That is an
entirely different contract. This particular
guarantee might barr been put in that form,
but it was not. Tile draftsman happened
to draw it in this hparticular~ form. I ask
mneibers to allow wea to amend the law in thle
way expressed in this Bill. We have in-
creasedl the actnal1 amiount--the protertion
the public get-by 2510 per cenit., wvhichb is
something. fly doing that, I do rnot want( to
inerease thie loud imposed upon,1 legitimiate
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land agents in the overhead of their business.
Af ter alt, a majority of people are allowed
to carry on business without paying substan-
tial sums to the Government annually. The
doctor pays nothing; thle grocer pays
nothing by way of a license fee.

Air. Miarshitll: What about the lawyer?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The law-
yer does something that is self-imposed-
hie contributes to a Chair of Law at the Uni-
versity.

Mir. Sleemnan: Not very mutch good, is it?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Thle muen-
ber for F~remuantle is a great authority onl
.that subject, but I could mention a number
of people who have found it of very great
advantage.

Mr. Sleemnanm: After passing throughl that
pourse, does a lawyer have to pass another
es.atnunation with the Barristers' Board?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I was
pointing out that unless there is some good
reason, people are allowed to follow any
vocation they choose without paying a fee
to the Govermnt. The land] agent hia.
to pay £5 a year.

Mr. Wells: A poor old auctioneer has to
pay £26.

TeATTORNEY GENERAL: But the
poor- old auctioneer has special opportuni-
ties, apparently, for making a hanldsome in-
come.

Hon. J. C. Willcek: There are honour-
able umen in that profession, too.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Yes,
though I understand that they often see a
lot of imaginary things around a room when
they are selling. The object of the Bill is
to increase the protectioni to the general
public and certainly not to increase the
amount a land agent has to pay for over-
blead from year to yeatr. The member for
Creraldtcn knows I am thoroughly in sym-
pathy with the idea of tightening up legis-
lation to include the business of land aszents;
and subdivisional land agents. I think T
was of somle assistance to him in making the,
Bill he introduced more efficient.

Hon. J. 0. Willeock: Yes.
The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Or mould.

lug it more to my ideas.
Hon. J1. C. Willenek: Rut another place

-amended it,
The ATTORNEY GENPRAL: Members

there evidently had their ideas.

Mr. Ken neally: If the whole of the money
reverted to the Crown, would not the dis-
honest manl only be affected?

Thle ATTORNEY GENERAL: No; when-
ever any breach was committed, however
smnall it might be, the whole of the money
would be forfeited for ever, and the insur-
ance companies who, in the main, do this
insurance work, would increase their pro
mum ins.

'Mr. Kenneally: They would certainly
c-harge ant increased rate.

lion. J. C. Willeock: Theiy would fix their
rates oin their expelience in the business.

The ATTORNEY GE-NERAL: If, every
tine a sum of money was stolen, say £30, it
ment that the sureties had to Jose £500,
the insurance vompanies would charge a
very mnuch higher premium than they wouil
if their loss was onlyv thle actual amount
stolen.

[Ton. J1. C. Willeck: It would depend
onil lii exJperienee how the premiums
worked out.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Yes. If
the law remains as it is, or if we increase
the £200 to £500 and leave the law as it
stands, as the member for Geraldton sug-
gests, undouhtedly the lpremiums will be in-
c reased to four or five timles. what they are
now.

Hon. J. C. Willeock: That is only sup-
position.

The ATTORNEY GENER-AL: At pre-
sent the risk is £200 and the premiums that
have been paid in the past have been v'ery
small. I think they have been £1 per E[00,
which would meanl a charge of £2 a year
for a risk of £200. That premium, how-
ever, was fixed onl thle basis that the snrt-ty
had to pay only the amount of the ictual
defaleation iii to £200. On the court's de-
ciding that time slightest error on the part
of a land agent meant the forfeiting of the
whole £200, the companies indicated that
they could not give the corer for the same
pre-mium.

'Mr. Kenneally: Did they alter .it to any
fixed amount?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: No; be-
cause this has happened only during the
currency of the present year. and the mat-
tor is still under consideration. If we in-
crease the £200 to £600 and also allow the
decision of the court to stand. I fear the
oreniums thle companies will seek, to ch arge
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will be three or four times as much as they
are now, It is no exaggeration to say that.

Mr. H. W. Mlamn: It is optional with
the Crown now.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Yes.
Mir. H. W. Mann: Then will not the corn-

1)anies base their premiums on that?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: No, be-
cause they know that, as a general rule with
the Crown, the money will be paid back. 1
have followed the exact wording of the New
Zealand Act, which has apparently given
complete satisfaction over many years, and
I ask members to pass the second reading of
the 13i11. I shall seek to make one or two
amendments in Committee, hut I wvill place
them on the Notice Paper before I ask
members to consider the Bill in Committee.
The object of the measure is to increase the
p)rotectionl to the general public. It has
been contended that it is the duty of a
surety to wake inquiries regarding the
character of a person, but in practice peo-
ple do not do that, It is left to the court to
do so. There is the safeguard. The court
has to make ample inquiries. Each year a
land agent has to apply for his license, and
his character is and should be carefully
qerutinised from year to year.

Hon. J. C. Willeock: Those who have
been in the business for years are not likely
to cause any difficulty. It is the "blow-in."

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: But the
"blow-in" has to satisfy the court that he
is a fit and proper person to hold a license.
With that safeguard, the surety hreats it
as a commercial proposition.

Alr. Wells: In the last 12 months one
agent was refused a license.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: From
time to time people are refused licenses. I
hoape members will pass the Bill. It is a
matter of some urgency, because licenses
have to be renewed next month and land
agents find themselves in a quandary as to
whether they will be able to get the neces-
sar ,v sureties for their bonds to enable them
to carry on their business.

Hon. J. C. Willcoek: What is the pro-

1)osed increase in premiums'
The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Nothing

has yet been decided upon pending the
pa8S~ig of this1 legislation. When the diffi-
culty arose, land agents waited on me and
stated the problem. They are not concerned
except that they must get their bonds. But

I do not want them to have to pay too much.
This is not the time to increase the over-
head expenses in any vocation if that can
possibly be avoided. I do not want to find
agents landed with an increase. They al-
ready have to pay a license fee of £5 a year.

Mr. Withers: And you do not want to
make it prohibitive for anyone else desiring
to start in the business.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: No; we
have more than the so-called reputable land
agents to consider. They' could probably
pay the £500 in cash, but there are many
small men, highly reputable and honour-
able, wvho may have very little or no capi-
tal, and I do not want to block them from
starting, and I do not want to make it more
expensive than necessary for them to carry
on.

Question lput and passed.

Bill read a second time.

In Committee.

Air. Richardson iii the Chair; the Attor-
ney General in charge of the Bill.

Clause 1-agreed to.

Progress reported.

BILL--LAND ACT AMENDMENT
(No .2).

To refer to Select Committee.

THE MINISTER FOR LANDS (Hon.
C. G. Lathamn-York) [9.13]: I move-

That the Speaker da now leave the Chair
and the Rouse resolve into a Committee of
the Whole to consider the Bill.

HON. I. r. TROY (Mount Magnet)
[9.14]: This is the opportunity to move
to refer the Bill to a select committee. I
dto not propose to traverse the remarks
made by members onl this side of the House
last night, in which they indicated the de-
sirableness of referring the Bill to a select
committee. I move an amendment-

That the Bill he referred to a select coin-
nmittee.

THE MINSTER FOR LANDS (lIon.
C. GT. Lathamn-York) [9.15]: 1 thought I
had made out a strong enough case last
night to warrant the House putting this Bill
through as (1uirkly as possible. I do not
know that any great benefit would accrue to
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members if the measure were submitted to
a select committee.

Mr. Marshall: I do.
The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I amn

only expressing my own opinion. The sub-
ject matter of the Bill has already been re-
ferred to a committee, and the report was
presented to the House Ist night. I do
not think the member for Mt. Magnet has
given any good reason why the amendment
should be carried. It will only mean de-
lay, for which there is no justification.' I
hope the House ismay he able to adjourn
early.

Mr. Marshall: The Bill would not take
effect until the 1st January.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: A select
committee could not finish its work in a
fortnight. and the Bill would still have to
go before another place. If the Bill is to
become law, to cover the period we desire
to be covered, we cannot afford to delay too
long with it. I oppose the motion.

HON. W. D. JOHNSON (Guildford-Mid-
land) [0.16] : I strongly support the ap-
peal made by the member for Mft. Magnet
that the Hill be referred to a select com-
mittee. Tihere is no reason why we should
close down in a fortnight.

The Minister for Lands: I did not sug-
gest that

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: There is no rea-
son to hasten the prorogation of Parliament
if Justice remains to be done. If we sat for
three weeks we could still do a large measure
of justice to those who are appealing to Par-
liament to review their special circam-
stances.

The Minister for Lands: We generally
close before Christmas.

Eon. W. D. JOHNSON; Yes. It is es-
sential that the Bill should receive further
consideration. I know of no measure which
has met with a more complete endorsement
from members generally than this one. The
House does desire to extend consideration
to this important industry, but whether we
are doing it in the right way and doing it
effectively is another question. I have per-
used the report of the committee which was
appointed to assist the Minister in the pre-
paration of data. I am dissatisfied with the
investigation. It was neither conclusive nor
comprehensive. Certain interests have ex-
pressed their views, but the evidence given

certainly does not provide the data that we
require in order to come to a satisfactory
decision upon this measure. It was confined
almost wholly to an extension of tenure of
the leases. Right through their report the
committee stressed the question of extending
the leases beyond 1942. The Government
have ignored that, but have gone into the
matter of giving immediate relief owing to
the fall in commodity prices. The Minister
says lie wants to encourage pa-storalists to
produce more. The Bill will not do that.
If we want the pastoralists to go in for a
better class of stock, and improve the car-
rying capacity of their holdings, it must be
done in some other way' . I agree that thc
mains consideration is the improvement of
the leases. If we can do anything to bring
this about it is our duty to do it as speedily
as possible. Under this proposal we are not
going to encourage those who are already
slovenly in the development of their leases;
rather are we going, by reducing the rental,
to induce the man who is doing very little
to do still less. The reduction in the rental
wvill constitute a discouragement of activity.

The Minister for Lands: Will you assist
us to put a Bill through to increase the term
of the leases?

Hon. 'W. D. JOHNSON: That is not the
question.

The Minister for Lands: I wvas wondering
whether you would do so.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: The committee
devoted considerable attention to that.

The Minister for Lands: Only some atten-
tion.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: The evidence
that camne along caused the committee to
devote their timae and activity to an endeav-
our to convince the Government that a fur-
titer extension of these leases; was desirable.
I hope Parliament will not consider that
until serious thought has been given to it.
Parliament extended the leases before, and
made a miess of the matter. This Bill
will not bring about the better development
of pastoral leases. We want to encourage
those who are already doing what the State
desires, namely' , utilising the land of which
they have the lease. We are not going to
encourage a man who has developed his
lease in a proper way, and we are not going
to discourage the man who at present is do-
ing dothing.' I claim that this Bill is an
encouragement to the man who hold.% a lease
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with the minimum amount of development
and production, and is really a discourage-
meat to the man who has done considerably
more. It is reasonable that we should give
those in the industry an opportunity tb ex-
press their views. I do not mean a limited
examination, such as was made by the com-
mittee appointed by the Government, bitt an
investigation into the whole question, the
condition of the industry, and the best way
to relieve it. NXo definite evidence was given
to the committee that the best way to give
relief was by reducing rents. The matter is
referred to, but it is not the main point
submitted. The Government have broughlt
down the Bill as at short cut, as it were, to
relieve the pastorabsts. I am going to
place the responsibility upon members of
the cross benches. They are the producers'
representatives. This Bill is supposed to help)
the producers, but will not do so. It Is
very difficult to get a vote against the
second reading of any Bill that proposes to
afford a measure of relief. It is good Go-
vernmnent tactics to bring down a Bill to
give relief to somebody. If it is opposed,
members can then be charged with being
ini opposition to the relief. The House,
during the debate, has agreed upon the
need for relief being given to this industry.
The most deplorable thing about the debate
is that those who are supposed to repre-
sent the producers have not said a word.
The principle of the Bill has been endorsed
by both sides. It is the application of that
principle to the required relief that wve say
is wrong. It is extraordinary that those
who should know most about the matter,
and should he able to assist the House in
arriving at a conclusion, have remained
silent. I admit the member for (lascoyne
('.%r. Angelo) spoke, but he only suipported
the Bill with modifications.

Mr. Angelo: All I wanted was to date
the Bill back six months.

Hon. W. D). JOHNSON: May we take it
that the bon. member's electors desire the
relief limited to the proposals contained
in the Bill ? If they got that relief would
they be satisfied that the Government had
dlone all that was necessary to tide them
eV(' their diffihulties?

Mr. Angelo; in the present circumstances
they could not do more.

Hon. W. 1). JOHNSON: .\lthou-.h it is
the most the Government can do, it is not
what the pastoralists want.

Mr. Angelo: The Government have not
gone into the question of tenure, and that
is what we want.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: The Bill does
not deal with that, but it is a matter which
can be considered.

The Mfinister for Lands: The Bill does
not deal with it.

Mr. Angelo: I regret that.
Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: Outside of the

Minister's speech we have not been assisted
to make a careful scrutiny of the Bill.

'Mr. Angelo: Silence gives consent.
Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: No. I want to

give the producers an opportunity to assist
Parliament to render that relief which will
be of maximum benefit both to them and
the State. There is no definite evidence
that one shilling per lb. of wool is the cor-
rect basis to work on, or that the six per
cent. tip or down is the correct percentage
to allow for a rise and fall, or that the 30
per cent. limit is justified. There is noth-
ing to guide this House on the question
whether 20 per cent, in West IKimnberley is
jost compared with 40 per cent, in Past
Kimberley. We do not know whether the
percentage of relief to the cattle industry
is comparable to that given in the sheep-
raising portions of the pastoral districts.
No detailed information is given in the
Minister's speech.

The M1inister for Lands: And there is
none in yours.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: We do not know
from hint what amount of relief will be
given to individual pastoritlists. The only
information we got was from the member
for Kimberley (Mr. ('overley), that in his
electorate, of which lie could speak with
.special knowledge, the amount of relief to
loolI iastoralists will be £50 per annum.
I do not want to limit my consideration
for pastoralists of £60 a year. That is
not worth giving. If their disabilities are
limited to £1 per week, they are not worth
the while of Parliament to bother about.
They can overcome those disabilities them-
selves. It is because I know their disabili-
ties to be beyond i per week that I want a
select comm ittee to inquire what really are
the needs of the industry. Then assistance
can be rendered where it will be of most
benefit. There is no evidence to hell) hon.
member., in touting- to a conclusion as, to
whether the Hill is right. On the question of
time we have to recognise tlte activity of
another place. With all the limitations of
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representation there, the pastoral industry is
specially wvell represented in that place. A
large proportion of the members of another
place are either directly concerned or have
a substantial interest in the pastoral indus-
try. Are we Justified in assuming that they
will take the casual view of this Bill that has
characterised the attitude of the Government
side here ? The only investigation made has
been made by members who have indicated
that they do not oppose the principle of the
Bill but that they wish to apply it in the best
way, and that they desire to be satisfied by
evidence that in the pastoralists' opinion the
Bill will meet their needs. Those who have
spoken here with the greatest amount of
knowledge and thought, members represent-
ing the pastoral industry of the North, have
criticised the Bill not on the ground that
their constituents are undeserving of relief,
but on the ground that the Government's
method of rendering relief is not what their
constituents desire. I wish the Minister to
appreciate that another place will not be
casual in regard to the Bill, He may think
that by pushing it through here, he will ex-
pedite its passage. However, the necessary
inquiry, instead of takiug place here, will
take place where vested interests are repro-
sented-it, another place.

The Minister for Lands: Inquiry will take
place wvhether there is a. select committee or
not.

Hon. NA. D. JOHNSON :We are not
justified in asuming- that. If this House
makes the inquiry, the scope of that inquiry
will ho convincing not only to members here,
but to another place and to the people gen-
erally. For special reasons, I suppose,
another place will delay special legislation as
much as possible. Whether or not that has
heeni so in the past, I do not know. But
another place will not duplicate the inquiry
by this Chamber if that inquiry is as com-
prehensive as another place considers essen-
tial. A select committee can make all neces-
sary inquiries within a fortnight. Fortu-
nately it is not necessary to go to the North
to obtain evidence. 'Members; of this Chain-
ber tan assist with evidence.

The Minister for Lands: They can give
that evidence in Committee.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: One cannot in
Committee satisfactorily amend a Bill that
has been wrongly based.

The 'Minister for Lands: Of course one
can.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: What knowledge
have we?

The Minister for Lands: You just sug-
gested that you had the knowledge.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: No. If we had
the knowledge, why should we want a select
committee? We on this side say we that we
want to render assistance to the industry,
hut that we have not the knowledge how to
G about it in the most practical way. We

go further and say that the Government
have not that knowledge, and that the Goy-
ernient's Hill does not display any special
knowledge as regards granting assistance in
the most practical manner. Therefore we on
this side cannot help the p~astoral industry
in Committee. We have not the knowledge
to do it. But we do say on behalf of this
important industry, one of the most valuable
industries the State has, that this House
should consult those engaged in the industry
as to their needs and give them every oppor-
tunity to express their views. Furth er, there
is the fact that when the agricultura] indus-
try was in need of relief, the Government
appointed a Royal Commission so that the
agriculturists could come along and point
out how relief could be rendered most effec-
tively. But when it comes to this huge pas-
toral industry, the Government are content
with the wvork of a committee, work not com-
prehensive, work not of the scope required
to enable the State to do what is most bene-
ficial. A grave injustice will he done if a
select committee is not appointed. The
representatives of the producers, sitting on
the cross benches, will have to carry the
responsibility of denying the pastoralists the
right to express their views as to how relief
should be granted. It amounts to making
fish of one and flesh of another. Equal con-
sideration will not be given to the relative
merit. of the two industries, and to the
means by which relief can he afforded, unless
the select committee is appointed. I say
most emphatically that such an investigation
is necessary. I trust the House will carry
the motion.

Mr. SPEAKER : Before the discussion
proceeds, I wish to inform hon. members
that under Standing Order 271 it is quite
competent for any member of the House to
move that a Bill he referred to a select com-
mittee. I have now a motion and also an
amendment before the Chair. Under Stand-
ing Order 2711I rule that Mr. Troy's motion
supersedes the Minister's motion that I do
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now leave the Chair. The question now be-
fore the House is that the Bidl be referred
to a select committee.

MR.. ANGELO (Gascoyne) [9.40]: 1 feel
certain that if this Hill and the whole ques-
tion of relief to the pastoral industry were
referred to a select committee, that industry
would secure more relief than the Bill pro-
poses to give. But the trouble is that time
is the esence of thle contract.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: That is wrong.
Mr. ANGELO: No.
Hon. W. D. Johnson: Another place has

to deal with the Bill.
Mr. ANGELO: I hope that when speak-

ing onl the Bill yesterday I satisfied mem-
bers of this Chamber tht not only is re-
lief necessary, but that the relief must be
immediate. We know that this session can-
not continue for more than another fort-
night.

Hon. W. D). Johnson: Why not?

Mlr. ANGELO: Because with the excep-
tion of this question we shall have run out
of work. That is the opinion which I have
formed from reading the Notice Paper.
Moreover, we all know that as soon as the
Estimates have been got through, a good
many innocents are slaughtered.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: There is no reason
why wve should slaughter the pastoralists.

.Mr. ANGELO: I do not intend to
,slaughter the pastoralists. What I suggest
is that we get the Bill through, so as to
give the pastoralists the immediate relief
they require. Then what is to prevent the
lion, member from giving notice of motion
to-mairrow for the appointment of a select
committee to inquire into the whole ques-
tion? I want to get the Bill through.

Holl. W. D. Johnson: So do T.
Mr. ANGELO: And I want to get it

through speedily. Otherwise the industry
will go to the wall. We all know what
select committees come to. Some time ago
the hion. member moved for a select coinmif-
tee onl a certain matter. He asked for a
fortnight in which to complete the investi-
gation, and I think he obtained three ex-
tensions before he brought up the report.
That is always thle way with %elect em"-
mittees. There are many pastoralists of fth'
IKimberleys and the INorth-West who do not
reside in the city. They' are the real hard
workers. the real sufferers, and the people

who ought to be heard. I do not want a
select committee to rush through in a hap-
hazard manner. I want a select committee
of independent people to go into the whole
question of the industry.

Hon. W. D. .Tohnson: When are you going
to get it?

Mr. ANGELO: The agriculturists ob-
tained a comprehensive Royal Commission,
Lis the hion. member himself has pointed
out. All that is necessary in this case is
to move for a select committee, which I am
sure will readily be ranted. When the
session closes, the Government will create
the select committee an honorary Royal
Commission. That Royal Commission could
go right on, and the report could be tabled
when Parliament re-assembles next year. I
agree with much of what tbe hion. member
has said as to our not having the full in-
formation we need. As the hall. member
has stated, all sides agree that some relief
is necessary. I ask hot). members to let
the Bill go through to-night, and then if
they want a select committee to inquire
comprehensively, I wvill help them, So for
as the select comimitt' is concerned, it does
not matter if the Bill passes. As soon as
the honorary Royal Commission have de-
livered their report, the Government will
(-onsider it; and what is to stop them from
bringing in next year a measure perhaps
repealing this Bill, which I hope will pass
to-night, and substituting a measure wich
will give the necessary relief?

Mr. Withers: 'Why not get the wvhole
thing fixed up at once9

Mr. ANGELO: Becauspe the pastoralists
want this relief immediately. The Pill give
a ci-talin amount of relief, and the indtistry
must have it. I am afraid that if we let
the measure go to a select committee, the
Prospect of immediate relief will dsarnpear.
T do hople that the mothm", will not bep car-
ried, but that the Bill will be lncsed. Then
steps can be taken to appoint a select com-
mittee to he converted into anl honorary
Royal Commission after the House adjourns.

MR. COVERLEY (Kimberlev) tfl.441:
T support the amendment because T con-
sider that an immense amouint of good will
result if the Bill i% referred to a select
committee. The Minister has placed before
us~ the report of the departmental com-
mittee who iniriired into the Bill, and T
have perused that report. My perusal has,
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only served to confirm the view I held
when speaking on the second reading, that
the inquiry was held on a bad foundation.
The members of the original appraisement
board, who travelled through the Kiniber-
leys and the rest of the pastoral areas for
the purpose of reappraising the country,
were in duty bound to work in accordance
with the Act. Their inquiry was unsatis-
factory because the necessary knowledge
was not furnished to members of this
Chamber to enable the question to be pro-
perly dealt with. Some hon. members were
over-anxious to secure an extension of the
pastoral leases, and were prepared to ac-
cept anything. As a result they agreed to
the minimum charge of 10s. per 1000 acres
as a reasonable rental for the pastoral
leases. That was the start of the wvhole
incas-up. Then there wvas a change ot Go-
vernmnent, and amending legislation was
introduced to abolish the minimum rental
to be charged. Unfortunately the commit-
tee appointed in Perth to inquire into the
reappraisement of pastoral leases could
work only on reports forwarded to the
department by the original appraisers who
had travelled through the country. Thus
the special reappraisement board started
on an unsatisfactory basis, and their sub-
sequent recommendations could hardly be
regarded as logical. Now the latest com-
mittee set up to report on this question
have also had to base their findings on un-
satisfactory premises. In the first place
the evidence taken was one-sided and par-
tisan. The evidence the committee were
asked to take was from the original pasto-
ral reappraisement board, from the asso-
ciated banks, fencing and financing firms,
the Agricultural Bank, the Pastoralists'
Association, and from others associated
with the cattle industry. Mly complaint is
that the Government have not taken a
broad viewv of the position.

The Minister for Lands: The committee
had the report of the Royal Commission to
deal with, and that Royal Commission was
appointed by your Governmnt. -

Mr. COVERLEY: The fact that the
Royal Commission was appointed by a
Labour Government, did not make it a
satisfactory commission. I had no say in
it.

The Minister for Lands: The commission
took evidence on oath.

Air. COVERLEY: The Bill is based on a
narrow view of the situation.

The Minister for Lands: it is pretty
wide in its application.

Mr. COVERLEY: It is confined to parti-
cular interests only.

The Minister for Lands: It is not. The
committee had all the reports that were
available.

Mr. COVEELEY: I would raise no ob-
jection if the Government were to reduce
the rents altogether, so long as they im-
posed the condition that whatever profits
were made, or whatever the Government
were prepared to refund to those engaged
in the industry, the money was to be
spent in the development of the holdings
in the interests of the State and of the
pastoralists themselves. The Minister said
the Government wished to assist the cattle
industry by the introduction of additional
stud bulls. He held a different view when
I suggested that the Government could
assist the pastoral industry by enablinz
further water conservation to be under-
taken. I disagree with the attitude adopted
by the Minister. In my opinion, the im-
provement of the cattle herds is merely a
common-sense business policy. If the pa%-
toralists themselves were interested enough,
they would attend to that phase without
tho. necessity of any advice from the Go-
vernment. If they had decided to take
steps in that direction, they could have
availed themselves of the stud cattle
already imported under the supervision of
the management of the Wyndhanm Mseat
Works. The Minister seemed to be under
the impression that it would be an alto-
gether wrong policy to go in for water
conservation, but it would be quite right
to seek to improve the standard of the
herds by means of stud cattle. If the
policy were right in one direction, it should
be right in the other. I shall not prolo'ng
the agony; I have said all I desire to say.
T believe the Bill, if referred to a select
cominittee, could be improved in the in-
terests of the State as well as of the in-
dustry.

The Premier: You do not think the select
committee could do the work required in -a
Pew days ?

Aifr. COVERLEY: I do. The member
for Gascoyne (Mr. Angelo) talked about
immediate relief. He knows that is a myth.
The pastoral rents will not he collected
until June.

Mr. Angelo: I think the Premier would
regard that as a myth.
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Mr. COVERLET: It is not. The land
rents are due in June.

The Minister for Lands: You know noth-
ing about it. They are due at the end of
March, and if not paid, there is provision
for a hie.

.Mr. COVERLEY: The pastoralist will re-
ceive the same consideration as fruitgrowers
and others who cannot pay their rents.
It does not further the position to say that
the Bill is necessary' to grant the pastoral-
ists immediate relief. They have suffered
under this hardship for many years, and
does tihe hon. member suggest that a ques-
tion of three wreeks w~ill save them from the
bankruptcy court?

Mr. Angelo: The lhon, member should
realise that it is the banks that are insisting
upon the payment of rents, because they'
want to see their securities made good.

Mr. COVERLEY: If the member for
Gascyne will read the report that hns been
tabled, he will realise what the aittitude of
the banks has been. They are not inter-
ested in the improvement of the industry,
but they wrant to see that their Security Is
made good. That is apparent in three or
four places in the course of the report.

Mr. Angelo: There are the financial firms
as well as the banks.

Mr. COVERLET: I do not object to
those institutions having their security made
good, provided something is done to im-
prove the industry. In Perth we have the
Arieultuiral Department that costs th"
State hundreds of thousands of pounds a
rear. What is the department doing?

The Minister for Agriculture: Assistinz
the pa~toral industryv.

Mr. COVERLET: In what wray? The
'Minister will assist the industry' if lie helps
to refer the Hill to a select committee.
Hundreds of thousands of pounds have
been spent by the department upon time ilf-
provemnent of varieties, of wrheat, wool.
alpples and other primary products. Apart
from sending a few veterinary* officers to
the North occasionally, what has the de-
partment done for the North?

The Minister for Agriculture: A lot of
money has been spent onl the Wrudhami
'Meat Works.

M.COVERLEY: TIcP (overinmnent, not
the Agricultural Department, did that.

Mr. Angelo: Well, pass the Bill and thei
have a select committee.

Mr. COVERLET: The select committee
should be appointed at this stage to deal
with the Bill.

The M1inister for Lands: You want to
hold up the Bill for another month so that
the poor, unfortunate pastoralists shall not
get any benefit.

Mr. COVERTEY: That is no argument.
The Bill call lie referred to the select corn-
mnittee. We can deal with it subsequently
in the light of the committee's% report, and
it call he passed by both Houses of Parliai.
mnent before the end of the session.

The Minister for Lands; Whenm will that
be?

Mr. COVERLET: According to the
Ministcr's statement, about three weeks or
so hence.

Thme Minister for Lands: I did not say
anything of the sort.

Mr. COVERLET: We have enough legP;-
lation on the Notice Paper already to oe,
copy our attention while the select com-
mittee make the inquiries and submit their
recommendations.

The Minister for Lands: The select corn,
mittee will do more than the Royal Com-
mission 1.

Mr. Angelo: How could the committee
get evidence from the North-West?

Mr. COVERLET: It would not be neces-
sary to get evidence from the North-West.
We call secure sufficient down here. Already
we have one Royal Commissioner- roam-
ing about the North in an aeroplane. I do
not know what he will learn of the North
by going through the air-. The Bill has
been based onl a wrong foundation, and we
should rectify' it by referring it to a select
eommittee.

Question (to refer to select committee)
lput, and a division taken with I lie follow-
ing- result:-

Areq
NOes 22

'Majority against .

ir .

Mr.

Collipr
C'nvpriy
Oinninghum
Heaney

r.ann

Artis.
M r.

Mfr.

Mr.

Mr.

4

Mllingtn
Munsle
flirh.!
Sleeman
WI-..rl

(Teller.)
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NOES.
Mr. Angelo 'Mr. MelArty
Mr. narnard Sir James Pd
Mr, Brown Mr. Patrick
Mr. Davy Mr. Please
Mr. Doney 8fr. Rtichards
Mr. Ferguson Mt. SAMPSo13
Mr. irtffthr, Kir. Scaddan,
Mr. Latham Mr. 3, M. As
Mr. Lindsay M r. Thorn.
Mr. H. W, Mann M4r. Wells
Mr. J. 1, Mann Mr. North

PAIPS.
An's.' NOEs

Mr. Lut*!y Mr. Teesdale
Mr. Wen~roug UMr' J, H. Si
Mr. Pantoc Mr. Parker
Miss Hnlman I r Kes.nan

Question thus negatived.

fn Committee,

.Ur. Richlardson in, thle Chair;,
ister for Lands in charge of the I

Clause 1-agreed to.

Clause 2 -Adjustment and app
of rentals of pastoral leases:

M. ANGELO:- I move an awe

That in 'li,,p I of paragraph (b
clause I ".Tanuarv" be struck(
''July" inserted in liel.

This will have the effect of dating
back to July. On the second readi.
to impress on members that the
industry is in a very parlous state
any relief required should be givei
The Premier, when introducing thi
Estimates, admitted that the p
were having a bad time. The Mi
Lands, when moving the second r
the Bill, made the same admission,
4eplying to the debate last nighi
position of the industry demand
The Leader of the Opposition ack
that relief was required, and so
every member that spoke on the sey
mng. That being so, I ask why
should be deferred. flowrer, th(
probably, is wondering where the
to come from. Already some of
rents have been paid, and be does
to make a refund. But if he agr
amendment, he can add a, provis
rebate need be made, that the a
be deducted from the next payer
Premier had made his estimate
us what the relief is going to
surely, since we have ageed tha
necessary, we shall not take him
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through his agreeing to the amendment, his

itchell estimate proves to be inaccurate. I appeal
to members not to delay the giving of this

on relief. The Premier is sympathetic to the
pastoralists who have contributed so muclh

nith to the revenue of the State and helped to
create credit for us in the Old Country, and

l~~r~ I ask him to accept this amiendment.
Mr. COVERLEY: I am sorry I allowed

the hen, member to speak on hisa proposed
amendment, for I have an earlier one to

ralth move in paragraph (a). The Bill as it
stands provides for a red uction of 20 per
pent. in West Kim berley and 40 per cent.
in East Kimberley, and I propose to move
an amendment to make it 40 per cent, in
both Kimberleys.

the Mfi Mr. Angelo: I will withdraw my amend-
ll. ment in order that the hon. member might

first proceed with his.

'raisement Amendment by leave withdrawn,

2Mr. COVERLEY: I move an amendment:
mdment- That in line 10 of paragraph (a) of Sub-

of Sub- -elause 1 ''twenty'' be struck out and ''forty''
out and inserted in lien.

This will put the two Kimberley districts-
the relief on a par. I have gone through the land

rig I tried comimittee's report and have come to the
pastoral conclusion there i6 really little or no differ-
and that ence in the two districts.

11 at once. Hon. W. D. Johnson: There is no di ffer-

astRavists encle, except that arising from the pleuro
astralsts line, and the conditions there have now been

nister for cagd

andinwhen Mr. COVERLEY: The average price 'oh-
ad he tained for West Kiviberley cattle is £4

.esd the INs. Id. per head, while for East Kimber-
edrelief. lev it is £C4 s. 6d., so there is very little

nowledged. difference in' the average returns of the two
?too, dlid districts.

cond read- The Mfinister for Lands: Take it over a
the relief period of three years and see what the dif-

Premier, ference is.
money is 'Mr. COVER.LEY: That is exactly what
the land Ihaednadtoeaeteargs

eesto wat given. For 12 months past the p leuro re-

o tht no strietions have applied to both districts, and

noun can so far as I can see they will apply for many

ent. The years to dome.
and kild The Minister for Agriculture: East Kim-

mean, but berley has the advantage in point of freight.
trelief is Mr. COVERLEY: That is not what I

to task if, have to reply to. What I have to reply to
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is the laud committee's report, on
Bill. is based. .Jusl now wi
motion to send the Bill to
committee, but the Minister i
culture opposed it. He should
ported that motion for a select
If there is any advantage, it is witi
Kimberley growers, and the Mii
Agriculture ought to know it. TI
tion imposed upon West Kiniberli
alists is that they must ship their
immediate slaughter. This mne
nothing but the primest cattle
shipped. Old or inferior cattle i
to die on the runs. There is no
them. East Kimberley growers ha
ket for every class of cattle at the
Meat Works and some return ca:
tamned for thems. I have tried to d
for the industry by supporting the
to refer the Bill to a select commitl
anomalies could be considered ands
Now the Government must take the
bility for the measure.

The INISTER FOR LANDS:
accept the amendment. Paragraph
not apply to the same extent as do'
of the Bill. It will apply only for
wheu a reappraisement of the wh
Kimberleys will be made. Sox
beef growers have had a very lean
quite a number of years the price
as low as £3 2s. and inl no year
did it reach anywhere near £5. 1
reappraisement is made the GovenT
have the report of the Royal Con
on pleuro, and the report shoulds
restrictions are fair and reasonab
consideration has been given to th~
it represents the views of the Go

Amendment put and a division t
the following result:-

Ayes
Noes

Majority against

Nr, Collie?
Mr. Corhoy
%Jr. Coverley
Mr. Cunningham
mr. flpgney
Mr. Johnson
Mr. Keuneally
Mr. Lsmoisd
Me. Marshall

Aras.
Mr. MrCallu

M.Milllngt
MSunsie

Mr. Sleeman
Mr. Troy
Mr. Wilicoch
Mr, Wjjc.15
Mr. Withers
Sir. Raphael

which the
ehad a
a select

.or Agri-
have sup-
committee.
h the East
iister for
he restric-
ty pastor-

sokfor
~ans that

can be

Noas.
Mir. Angelo Mr. MeLarty
Mr. Barnard Sir James Mitchell
Mr. Brown ?4r. Patrick
Mr. nary Mr. Piaes
Mr. Doney Mr. Sampson
Air. Ferguson Mir. Seaddan
31r. TLatham Mr. J. M. Smith
Mr. Lindsay Mr. Thorn
Mr. H. W. Mann Mr. Wells
Mr. JY r. Mann Mr. North

Moelter.)

PArns.
Arra.Nois.

Mr. Lu toy Mr. Teesdale
Mr. rfuton' Mr. Parker
Mr. Wan~brnugh Mr. 3. H. Smith
Miss Hoiman M r. Keenan

Amendment thus negatived.

salefor Mr. ANGELO: I now move the amend-
se foMr- ment which I temporarily withdrew-

Wyndhm bThat in line I of paragraph (b) " January"
Wyndham ktruck ionS and the word ''July"1 inserted

a be ob- in lieu.

o my best The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I cannot
proposal agree to the amen dment. -Members would

tee so that not approve if I brought down retrospective
rectified- legislation, and particularly would they dis-
responsi- approve of the amendment seeing that it

affects land rents because it could be asked
I cannot why the Bill was not introduced previous
(a) does to the 1st July. A second reason is that the

es the rest amendment would he unfair to the Trea-
15 months surer. It would mean a loss of £:17,000
ole of the which lie could ill-afford. Application might
ne of the be made for a refund of some of the land
time. For rents paid and I do not think the Treasurer
has been could object to returning them.

sutil 1929 r. Angelo: According to your figures the
untire the9 loss would be £13,800. 0
immrethe The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The tota
miss ine is £33,310.
how whatr Mr. Angelo: Divide that by two and leave
Iow Muh out the Kimberleys.

e Bill and The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The hon.
'vernment. member is referring to the South-West por-

tion. The Treasurer has not the money with
aken with which to make refunds.

Hon. P. Collier: What has he been doing
is with the nmoney-?

20 The MINISTER FOR LANDS: There is
- little money with which to do anything, and

2 it would be shockingly unfair to make the

measure retrospective. It is easy to make
snoneself popular at the expense of another.

I could make myself popular with the
member for Gascoyne, but at the expense
of the Treasurer. I cannot do that. It is
not fair to make the Bill retrospective, par-
ticularly as the rentals have already been

(eer) paid.
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Hon. M. F. TROY: I support the aimend-
inent. I am sure the Treasurer will not be
called upon to refund much money, simply
because the pastoralists themselves have
not paid much.

The Minister for Lands: They have.
Mr. Angelo: They have had the rents

paid for them.
Ron. M. F. TROY: I know of many who

have not paid. If we are going to give this
relief, it must be given immediately,

Mr. MARSHALL: The Minister's argu-
ment is ridiculous. We all remember an-
other Bill, which was made retrospective
and compelled employees to make retro-
spective payments.

The CHAIRMAN: Ordler ! The hon.
member must not discuss a Bill which has
already been dealt with this session.

Mr. MARSHALL: I demand the right to
compare the Minister's attitude on this
amendment with his attitude on another
Bill dealt with a few months ago. In the
first place, he opposed this amendment be-
cause he would not agree to the Bill being
made retrospective. He also said that the
amendment would be unjust to the Trea-
surer. If the Treasurer can find money to
relieve other industries, I cannot see why
he should deny similar relief to another
industry.

The 'Minister for Lands: What other7 in-
dustry?

Mr. MARSHALL: Millions hare been
written-off group settlement accounts, and
hundreds of thousands of pounds have been
Found for farmers and for soldier settle-
ment, but a matter of £13,000 to assist pas-
toralists in the North cannot be considered.
I protest against this discrimination be-
tween industries. This is the first occasion
on which patoralists have ever had any-
thing in the wvay of relief meted out to
them by the Treasury.

The Attorney General: The whole Bill
is designed to relieve them.

Mr. MARSHALL: And the amendment
is designed to give them a little more re-
lief.

The Attorney General: Don't he gredy.
Mr-MARSHALL: One is said to have

.in appetite when hie asks for f13. 000 more
for pestoralists, hut Government sup-
porters can get millions for group settlers,
and hubidreds of thousands of pounds for
wheat-growers, without being termed
greedv or being- thought to have an appe-
ite of any kind. Members on the cross

benches can never ask for too much, but
when we of the North ask that the pastoral
industry should be favourably considered.
we are told not to be reedy. I do not
know what support the member for Gas-
coyne expects to receive from members
around him, hut Judging fromn their coun-
tenanees I do not think he will get much.
Allegedly those members are here to repre-
sent the primary producers. When the
division is taken presently, we shall see
their loyalty disclosed. I expect the hon.
member will find himself standing alone.

M.~r. KENNEALLY: Some time ago I ap-
pealed to members not to legislate retro-
spectively regarding the amount of money
that "-as sought to be taken from certain
people. The member for Gascoyne was
adamant in his desire that this money
should be taken retrospectively from the
workers. This evening, however, he wants
to turn the position around, and desires
that pastoralists should take money retro-
spectively from the Government. I shall
not suppoir unat attitude. What was good
enough for the workers is good enough for
the pastoralists. Other legislation which
carne before this Chamber proposed to pro-
tect tenants who, by reason of unemploy-
nieat, could tnot pay rent. Did the member
for Gascoyac support the contention that
relief from rent should be made retrospec-
tive in that instance" No. Again, did the
hots. member support us in our endeavour
to prevent contracting outside that legis-
tion?' He did not. The Committee would
do well to turn down this amndment. This
class legislation is not to the credit of the
Chaminber. Certainly, Bills to protect the
workless do not commend themselves to hon.
muemibers opposite.

Amkendment put and negatived.

Hon. M.f F. TIIOY: T move an amend-
mnet-

Thtxt in pa-rograph (b) of 8ubclause 1, after
''North-West," in line 7, there be inserted

"Sotitl-Wes '.

Y gave the reasns for this amendment last
nxight. Numerous pastoral properties in the
South-West Dlivision will nob come under
this Bill. They' are properties which can-
not he called good station properties. They
are situated in thick country, which has
not mnuch carrying capacity. One station
of 100.000 acres recently sold carried only

5397
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5,000 sheep, and cannot tarry wnore than
7,000. Friends of mine who inspected that
property would not bid for it because of
its Poor carrying capacity.

The 'Minister for Lands: We vill agree
to the amendment.

Anicndmnent put and passed.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I move
an amendment-

That in paragraph (h.) of Subelause 1, after
"wooe, in line 10, there be inserted "pro-

dcdin Western Australia."'
There, is some dloubt asz to where the Gov-
ernment Statistician should get his inf or-
mation from; hence this amendment.

Amnidment put and passed.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: T Move
-in amendment-

That in paragraph (b) of Subelnas 1, after
"wool," appearing in lines 20 and 22, there
he inserted "aforewaid,"

This is consequential.

Amendment put andt passed.

HoJI. -M. F. TROY: I move an amend-
mnet-

That in the proviso 'to Subejanse 1, para-
graph (d), after "NorthWest" line 3, there
he inserted "South-West.''

This is consequential on lil previous amend-
nient.

Amndment put and passed; the clause,
as, amended, agreed to.

Clause :I--Preferenre to ag-ricultural stu-
dents:-

Hon. 211. F. TROY: This clause should be.
-Iruck oiut. 1 gave reasons yesterday.
The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I -,hell

not object to the deletion of the clause.

Clause put and ne~gatived.

Clause 4, Title-agreed to.

Bill reported with amendments.

House adjourned at 10.40 p.m.

legislative Eeeemblg,
Thursday, 12th November, 1931.

Questions: Agricultural Products Act .. ..
Rallways, Collie coal supplies .. .. ..
'Butler's Swamp, draiage .. .. ..
Rent reduction, country appeals ..

Assent to Blus...................
Annual Estimates, Report, et of Waysa and means
]Bills Lend and ncome Ta. Assesqient Act Amend.-

meat (No. 3), is...........
'Electric Li1ghting Act Amendmlent, 1R." ..
Companies Act Amendment, it. .. ..
Land Act 4mendment (No. 2), Remoi., Standing

Orders suspension, Report,........ ...
-Swanhourne Reserve, 2n., etc. ............
Licensing Act Amendenet (No. 6), 2n., defeated
Land Agents Act Amendment. COi.....
Tenants Protection. 2a.. defeated .. ..
Licensfung Act Amndment (No. 2), 2a., Corn.,

defeated .. .. ..
Electoral Act Anliendinent, ZR., (Yi11,.

PA01S
6199
5108
6199
6199
6199
5199

5199
6199
5199

5199
6200
6200
5207
6208

5214
5222

The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION-AGRICULTURAL

PRODUCTS ACT.

Sale of Immature Frujft

Mr. SAMPSON asked the Minister for
Agriculture: 1, Are the provisions of the
Agricultural Products Act being adminis-
tered? 2, Is he aware that immature stone
fruit is being offered for sale at the metro-
politan markets? 3, In view of the injury
thereby done to the sale of fruit suitable
Cor consumption, will he take steps to pro-
tect the public and the more careful grow-
ers ?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE
replied: 1, Yes. 2, Yes. As is usual, at the
beginning of the season, a smxall quantity
has been mnarketed. 3, The Act is adminis-
tered by the Department with the object
of protecting the public and growers, but it
also provides that the purchaser himself
may proceed against the seller for any
offence under the Act.

QUESTION-RAILWAYS, COLLIE
COAL SUPPLIES.

Mr. WILSON asked the Minister for Rail-
ways: 1, What was the total of the coal
orders given by the Railway Department to
(ho several e'onl eompanii operating in Col-
lie for the weeks ended the 31st October and


